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A TEAM of University of Adelaide
researchers has been awarded a program
grant of $8.3 million over five years by the
National Health and Medical Research
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A PUZZLING illness that affects the
digestive systems of thousands of
Australians is now being studied by
researchers at the University of Adelaide.

The condition, called functional dyspepsia, is
believed to be suffered by at least one in every
50 Australians.

While about a quarter of the population
sufferers some form of digestive symptoms, up
to 10% of those are believed to suffer from
functional dyspepsia.

Symptoms include nausea, bloating, feeling
full, and in some cases, vomiting—and the
symptoms are frequently related to food
ingestion. The ongoing discomfort caused to
sufferers can be extremely disruptive to their
lives. It can also be frustrating, as the cause of
the problem is relatively unknown, despite
many sufferers having undergone tests from
their GPs and specialists.

The University of Adelaide's Department of
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Antarctic adventure for Adelaide student

GEOLOGY student Kirsty Brown is
leaving Adelaide, Australia to spend three
years in... Adelaide, Antarctica.

Adelaide Island to be exact.

A PhD student, Ms Brown has been awarded
a highly sought-after position working with
the British Antarctic Survey. In Antarctica,
she'll be working with a team of researchers
looking at the impact of icebergs on animal
and plant life at the sea floor.

The new position will put her scuba diving
skills to good use. Ms Brown has been diving
for the past seven years, including off the coast
of Greenland.

Her diving also came in handy during her
research at the University of Adelaide. For the
past four years the British student has been
studying sediment produced by organisms that
live on seagrasses along the South Australian
coast.

"My main survey point was West Island near
Victor Harbor—I spent about two months out
of every year there," Ms Brown said.

"I've been diving right along the South
Australian coast, from Streaky Bay down to
Robe. I've done tropical, temperate, Arctic
and now I'll be doing Antarctic diving, so |
feel very lucky," she said. "I'll be down there
scuba diving every day of the year, if I can."

Ms Brown's research has combined elements
of marine geology and biology, and her new
position will move her further into the marine
biology field.

The research involves looking at the damage
caused by icebergs as they scrape along the sea
floor. This process, known as "grounding" or
"berging", destroys flora and fauna on the sea
floor.

"We'll be looking at how the organisms down
there survive in those conditions, and how fast
they recover.

"The overall scope of that project is that with

increases in global warming, the number of
icebergs produced will increase. It's possible
the animals and plant life may not be able to
survive with increased rates of berging," she
said.

Ms Brown will use some of her time off in
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"Smart pills" under microscope In new study

CAN a herbal tablet improve your
memory and intelligence?

That's the question being put to the test by
University of Adelaide and CSIRO scientists
in a new trial of the herbal supplement
ginkgo biloba.

Made from the extracts of leaves of the
maidenhair tree, ginkgo biloba has been used
for thousands of years in Asia and is among
the most commonly prescribed drugs in France
and Germany.

Ginkgo is said to relieve many conditions
common in ageing, such as difficulties of
concentration, memory loss, absent-
mindedness, confusion, lack of energy and
tiredness. It has also been assessed for its
usefulness in Alzheimer's Disease.

Despite recent results from the US claiming
there is little benefit from the herb, Adelaide-
based scientists believe there's still much to
investigate. Researchers from the University's

Department of Psychology and the CSIRO's
Division of Health Sciences and Nutrition
want to put some of those theories about
ginkgo to the test—in young people.

Nick Burns, lecturer in Psychology at the
University of Adelaide, said the new study
would involve 100 healthy young men aged
18 to 40.

"Participants will need to take tablets three
times daily, containing either the herbal
supplement or an inactive placebo. After 12
weeks, we'll conduct tests to see if there are any
changes in cognitive performance," he said.

"While we remain healthily sceptical about the
effects ginkgo might have on people, the
potential benefits should not be ignored, which
is why we're conducting the study.

"We also need to put the herbal supplement to

the test, so that consumers have a better
understanding of what they're buying."

—David Ellis

—Kerry Statham

COMING

!Jr\Jqp!,_ Br an (IS R@dan  Dr Nie

EVENTS

BMms (Ps elo gy ) Vi NGaogin g B .

September 2002

D SP BR
1pm Departments of Social Inquiry and
English “Reconciliation, Citizenship and
(Auto)biography” Seminar: = o~ o w~1I_ B

Bioggraph 7 0o ng @ el arim
» Assoeig . Pra’ sser algal. A _N
Sovia meMir ). S inar res 420, ... 4,
NapL.r BN ingg. "

1.10pm Geographical and Environmental
Studies Seminar: = par o7 oM Nrg G
L. ggloMs nor s an ,L,hpr,o Moy ‘b,,h-a NNr &

wopX ) egraphie Ll N T

vl MuiLs 3" mor R-qas Y

‘ LsVnirkas n rUos
918,

SaRar Sal ka ( In..rs UnLLTSI ). Res
ke 9, NapLr BN ingy. v

1.10 Student Workshop: . 14l .
GodNS. Ingg T NL, oradm  Taar, arae
» By
3B |
SD SP BR3

3.15pm Anthropology Seminar: ' renie e s:
GN StaB.Gn IS N oo Pl b
Sve ish Ber_rs B Asseeig. Pra’sser H.lhn

Gla (AnRroposgg ).S. nar goe 1,4k “aor,
RS A )
D SD SP BR

12.30pm Clinical Nursing Seminar: =
Assovigan B onvon K Gniig  mss
ﬁ, alm Sva (KSS), n_pn_n Ginieg
Mg nan K Bisperg n _xo g orhk
ASS:%S NS alme’ nla. Palnsn
an f.ﬂ » HN agal.  (Ginieg NNrsing).
Reo 36, L 3, _aner alla BNI ingy.

4.1bpm Physiology Seminar: K. prinvip_ o~
aPat G Stalng s LN TIeNGr Vg SL.SSen
B0 prLssNL I vah aSenN BIrs
Pro’ sser Rogr g, h,aur (nAren . _na
Biosgg ). NM 100 S hl\qr Res ., 7L 5,
B Svh.c,}' Nor . ® '

RSD S P BRS

12.05pm Psychology Seminar: l' 's Ns'
Sovia  vonS Mo Lan: DISeNrsLL ps el oy,
LallS an , T T I‘msbf N..N N0y
an J!.uﬂ_ » or LR NN ass.
U prst ). R.uh 526, Mg s BN ingg.

B R6

of Music Lunch Hour

RD sP
1.10pm Elder School

Concert:l'A L.nNr ,-’Hazz Par No (K G T

ars(rs Bep o Msin).q Nring. H,-hn AM_
( kclh/, 'bESS), Brie.  apver  (mlane)  adIL
Lnan. (™ s) Beb \J:,‘T;’,,r (sakophon_s)
@lLN @ hlng (r™op ) Ha}.,‘,,s Bal .

(raphon)an <10 Y won (vdiraar).
@@ ISSIoNn $4 h

4pm OBstetrics and Gynaecology Seminar:
Parna LsTeim 0" a ofan N IneLas. s
WON RTa_an SNSITA o anddole h.lrh S

m K nomvaa o B T s Basi
(Ph stongg ). S e""q.ar Ree L B, . v
S eles Norh. ' '

D SP B R;

1pm Colgate Australian Clinical Dental
Research Centre Seminar: An In-nro

kMg lom 0T N SNrGe pre e s preprLs e’

L] N Na . aN NN LT
Dal jan (Dni1S1 ). CACDRE Bogr Res , 20
LA _al . Dna oSPa. v
1.10pm Geographical and Environmental
Studies Seminar: Do A 1 on N pan ?

SNS Ging®I1 , 8L rshes  an I!,. " iggleg
AORTIN. B s Shalen (D par . m ar
NATSN N N .Tlaeg ). Reo 918,;.,/_,‘/, 9,
N-ap},rhll Ingg. '

110 Student Workshop: ' 14 n .
GoNnS. ingg fLn T, ggfiobin T, ML Gh).
BN ingg
2.10pm Departments of Social Inquiry and
English “Reconciliation, Citizenship and
(Auto)biography” Seminar: B Ing
AN bivggraph © Ag M o n_TRL g I
Narra 1 .- ® Pra_sserSi onL.S 1R (UsiLrsi

a7 1elggan). H‘“'ll 618, .1 6,’Nepl|,,rBN| Ineg.

SD SP BRY

3.15pm Anthropology Seminar: spiv s b
atnedne. B DrAn L Dansen (Unlprst o

NS nar Ree 1, 40 "war, wn_r BV ing
(10 Fllj_g,, S ,;)). DrAn LN Dansin

D SD SP BRI

4.10pm Physiology Seminar: K'Pan S.T4S IN
W0 S PanartasTprd_ 2% DrP, rGiTan

(SRD o hSeines an NM i tem). NN joe
S,_h INa T R,mh vk B 10 S el No .

RSD S P BRY

12.05pm Psychology Seminar: .' oo opar o
NOT SLSSonMa Ran AW _ivgin ,Eu,;,m
Sﬁ/: » rUokn  apMaraoleln (Uniprst o”
SANRNANS [ k). Ros 526, Myglys BMI ingg.
1pm Chemical Pathalogy Seminar: A »_se.n
KB na Doy Us- ® Tanie. Dyt oMk

a NS Tne). S Inal Res 1, 4R e,
R g BN ingg. '
RD SP BR

1pm Centre for the Molecular Genetics of
Development Seminar:  Gorieg L S: n Mona
ATNS, @ Tivg an Branching B  Asseria
Pro sser S ongS.ng an ( onvar
NS N _, ,/,).,lﬂrr!,). S.. INal Tes
ANl 17 SeLne s Bllhlng.
1.10pm Elder School of Music Lunch Hour
Concert: .1 Gons.Ti ot Gy o1
Wolsra Lalrivg LI G N (eon MY r),
Aa & Rr(nva), «Mn Nron (10a), Sarah
vlarh (n0m) an Gl Ra . (70m)

oA

1.02,

pIAr Nar sh HS Baeh, ... anman Ger 1
T @, Issien $4. '

4pm Obstettics and Gynaecology Seminar:

DoLom MWy 0 Roa N gan B
r G hh CoN 1 (Pl ste "y ). S, Nal Ros

oid B, . 19a Seles Norh. ' '

BRrR

' ’
o KN 1], BN

"0 I, olar. val’. »

D S P

1.10 Student Workshop:
Godns. Ingg N[, ggfiodn
BN ing

71.30pm Australian Institute of Physics Public
Lecture: Ph sies an 1S as_rsi._vhe o7
Neoa N l’,, SIS M) q/_ # Asse Ve
Pra_sser |l ofanNs « (2002 AP Jo . nin

Phosies natona oML 1) Unien 'a', T
@ ISSIoN.
h

sb sP BR
1.10 Student Workshop: '

y; e
N S— . LoNNS. Ingg

Ping A

SaMIN- aeds, &jﬂ'r/'
L T AT T @}.’l BN ingg.
D SD SP BR1S

10.10am Centre for Biomedical Engineering
Seminar: Sp.e™ 1o nSivg In Asia B Dr
N Sen Y _vniea an v e
nginTingg).  Ree ST112, negin..Tingg Sk
BN ingg. ' .
12.30pm Clinical Nursing Seminar: §_ 4 lon
W oanNivg Goronar ATt B passg fa’ SMig.r
(CARE ); A N tona SNLL— 0 S _phan G
(RA ).pes 36, ... 3, _aner aTa BN ingy.
4.10pm ﬁwsiology Seminar: g _N._T an
kOB N LM LN " St LN T Lo Par
(036 - 1 Pleglons ‘or oo S T an & @l
Npa,_ N L/,,’L b Prlsserg r.ahqi
@ halr, ( a_oMgr Bussepnes). NN 1B
S.. INal Ras 5, . 1eq Sl NmPh.
5.30pm thtre for Biomedical Engineering
Seminar: B . _shanies 07 as e en In
N Bas an aNggale oS! Wt Na aN
quNp.h hdinrs v mar.” B Pralsser
Gre p,mh( al fal

A

e Mz Uniprse ).
%15 meo thl‘r, hal., g r,oNn/ o,
. 1% BV inggSaM k.
RSD SP BR "

1pm Chemical Pathology Seminar:

LA S I Ger Bae o ranspan « on an
Ban Ing ® GoinS or (4 Nsan GhiLN'S
aspla). S Inar R,mh 5? 4h aor, BT

BN ingg.
RD SP BR

1.10pm Elder School of Music Lunch Hour

Concert: or inge nS. B aNring T
Bt (1 ool o0 s), Niol Pany. (Mo raphont/
all Ba), | Tieganeg ( Mraphon./ afl Ba)an

"y h-n:, a ¥ (aeabs 10 Bass) p,,r”,hr arsh
T GONS.Th » FIN;. (‘.hqh b,rh st

CaNringg ST G v (wen Meor), e K KT
(ma) @dLm Mron (neq), Saral  vlarh
(nom)an . .aplf Ra . (Mo ) prer nars
® e Gora, TS Bark, Das Brlb,,'h,.',,,,mrq,/
I NG L. Nan Rl S Kersg o/
:" Ission $4. '
Zpin Centre for Asian Studies Semipar:
ANS T k'S Ar - PNrelgsing Po n‘L’s # Dr¥aln
Brwi (Asian § M.Ls). ges 518, g1 v
BN ingg. v

T

D SP BR 3

1pm Colgate Australian Clinical Dental
Research Centre Seminar: PhD [ per # Dr
07 Angh. CACDRE Bagr pes , 20 aor,
,,ﬁ|r‘,, 4,“ @ OSPla. h
Br

SD sP

7.30pm Musicological Society of Australia
South Australia Chapter Seminar: SN
B 4eT InggS an N Nsivesggieg SMp e, Par
Ne B TS_ LN Aeme” (T §.h..,. .
Nsie) an dan Weisral Tamen s
Fa llona NSiegqn K 1L GV Sen In
Ak S alla .INNegT Qgava (PRD
N g, TSeles o7 Nsie) oo 1107,
ke 11, SvRNZ BN ingg. A ISSIen: g woin
MNa N, h

&
A v,

RSD S P BR 6

1pm Chemical Pathology Seminar: " Garn! I
- Phar avo g, PRar o I 108 an Pav AN
w, Vi sish DA @N KNS (,th‘/,m 0
S,l.\(ih ANsTala). S nal Ros 1, 40 aer,
R. g7 BNl ingg. '

RD SP BR

1.10pm Elder School of Music Lunch Hour
Concert: S_raphi Prane o a Nring
N ALs (AVm), | oh Nan. .1 s
(v 0) an Annag s SVt N (plans) porir
Nors® Pogas en B hegn 1 &,
@« Isslon $4. .
thn Centre for Asian Studies Seminar: n
an N Be A% DrBrien Ivoama Res 518,
T Voo "BNI ingg. '
4pm Obstetrics and Gynaecology Seminar:
(S Mneing  TanNSeTID . lea LN an
SN la L g KPL.SSIeN Pra’iivg N K.

®ias waner ass 0" Koz gest Leglen
164243, L.Las R Ppo_nia M ooNr
sippr.sseT g .S W Drgadr A Mes

(Blomse 1es

.S, marpes L 85 1
S th.th‘cr k.

' '

D sP BR3

5.30pm Joseph Fisher Lecture: .' LY T
Na Nrg R.SoNre. SN vons 10D L op ,‘,n’_ »
Pre’ sser BalLr (,U\l,lrm . ?h + Ingg).
_od har 102, 1, Napt B ing.
nuMirL s, phon. (08) 8303 5672.



ADELAIDEAN

SEPTEMBER 2002 PAGE 9

Scientists angry over proposed GM moratorium

ADELAIDE scientists are speaking
out against what they describe as
misinformation in the community about
genetically modified (GM) crops.

They're also concerned about moves by
some politicians to place a moratorium on
GM crops.

The scientists say some South Australian
Members of Parliament who supported the
moratorium had ignored offers of more
information about the scientific facts
surrounding GM crops.

The group of scientists includes Australian
and world leaders in their fields, from the
University of Adelaide, the Cooperative
Research Centre (CRC) for Australian Weed
Management and the CRC for Molecular
Plant Breeding.

On July 17, South Australian Democrats
MLC Mr lan Gilfillan introduced a Bill to
State Parliament for a five-year moratorium
on GM crops.

The Adelaide scientists, led by Professor Peter
Langridge (Department of Plant Science,
University of Adelaide, and CRC for
Molecular Plant Breeding) and Dr Rick
Roush (CRC for Australian Weed
Management), have issued a statement to
Parliament countering what they described as
misleading information about GM crops.

"We believe that public policy should be made
on the basis of facts and not scare campaigns,
such as the campaigns supported by lan
Gilfillan and others," Dr Roush said.

Eureka prize
to Adelaide
science
journalist

SCIENCE communicator and former
University of Adelaide science
journalist Dr Rob Morrison has been
awarded the $10,000 Australian
Skeptics Eureka Prize for Critical
Thinking.

The prize was one of 18 Eurekas handed
out by the Australian Museum in Sydney
last month.

The Prize for Critical Thinking is awarded
for investigation into beliefs that owe little
or nothing to the rigours of scientific
method.

Dr Morrison won for an article called Trust
Me, I'm a Science Communicator, a study
examining how the mechanics and
requirements of successful science
communication differ sharply from those
of formal scientific research reports, and so
bias science communication towards the
sensational, speculative, hyperbolic and
even fanciful.

Dr Morrison wrote the article while
working as a Science Journalist at the
University of Adelaide last year. An edited
version of the winning article was printed
in the Adelaidean last October.

The full version of his prize-winning article
can be found on the University's website:
www.adelaide.edu.au/pr/media/releases/20
02/morrison_paper.html

The statement to Parliament sets out many of
the scientists' concerns about the proposed
moratorium.

"We believe the legislation is ill-conceived and
potentially damaging to South Australia's
future economy," the statement said.

"The damage that a moratorium would bring
to SA comes from three key directions.

"First, it creates the expectation in farmers

that there is a large GM-free market, but
surveys and analyses that have been conducted
in Australia and overseas show this is simply
untrue. We would risk sending producers off
chasing illusory market benefits while
precluding them from reaping the gains from
an emerging technology.

"Second, GM technology offers some major
advantages over current technology and these
have been well studied and documented.

"Third, the application of any technology is a
slow and meticulous process. New varieties
need to go through extensive field testing and
analysis. If we turn our backs on a valuable
technology now, precluding its evaluation for
five years, we cannot expect to introduce it
rapidly later when the misinformation from
the recent tour campaign has died down."”

The statement referred to the recent visit of a
Canadian farmer, Mr Percy Schmeiser, who
claimed that his canola crops were the victim
of GM cross-pollination.

The Adelaide scientists say some politicians
have been readily accepting of Mr Schmeiser's
claims, despite locally available expertise on
GM crops, and canola in particular. This
expertise includes the publication, in a recent
issue of the journal Science, of the world's
largest study of pollen flow in canola.

"Despite scientific facts showing that the risk
of pollen flow and hybridisation is extremely
low, and despite a ruling by the Federal Court
of Canada on the issue, Mr Schmeiser had
continued to receive support from Mr
Gilfillan and organisations such as
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Elder School Open Day

Jamie qualifies for

national finals,
wins $4000

IN the Australian Percussion
Eisteddfod held in Sydney last month,
11 University of Adelaide percussion
students took on their counterparts
from conservatoriums and music
schools throughout the country.

Undaunted by the challenge, the Elder
School of Music squad went on to win or
be placed in eight of the 14 categories
entered. Collecting five firsts, four second
and five third-placing awards, the Adelaide
team successfully wiped the competition
off the board.

The two-day Eisteddfod featured an
intensive series of competitions open to
primary, junior, intermediate and senior
music students nationally. Musicians took
part in a series of solo and ensemble
competitions featuring all percussion
instruments from marimba to snare drums.

The winning Adelaide team, all aged
between 17 and 26, are: Rachel Rodwell,
Nick Parnell, Katie Seaman, Ryan Simm,
Jamie Adam, Luke Hague, Paul Butler,
Aaron Austin, Nicole Weepers, Fleur
Green and Andrew Buchan.

Masters student Nick Parnell collected two
firsts for the Senior Multiple Percussion
and Open Solo Keyboard events.

Newcomer on the scene, 17-year-old single
studies student Luke Hague, made his
competition debut and won a first in the
Intermediate Solo Keyboard.

Jamie Adam, a double winner in last year's

The Elder School of Music throws open its
doors... with Choral, Jazz, Orchestral and
Chamber Music performances plus Music
Technology. Hear a preview of the Three
Choirs Concert, observe ensembles and
workshops in action.

Choral splendour

THE Elder School of Music presents a
magnificent program of choral works
on Saturday, September 14 at 8.00pm
in Elder Hall as part of its Evening
Concert Series.

This concert will debut three new choirs:
Elder Conservatorium Chorale, Adelaide
\oices (ex-Chamber Choir) and Bella Voce
(ex-Women’s Choir), all of which evolved
from the former choirs of the Elder
Conservatorium and the Flinders Street
School of Music.

The program will include Chichester Psalms
(for choir, organ, harp and percussion) by
Leonard Bernstein and Rejoice in the Lamb
(for choir and organ) by Benjamin Britten.

Carl Crossin, well known to audiences in
South Australia as founder and director of
the Adelaide Chamber Singers, will
conduct the program.

Tickets: $22 Adult/$14 Conc/$8 Student
at BASS outlets or at the door (University
of Adelaide staff at concession prices).

It's not too late to subscribe to the
last four concerts, see brochures
available from BASS outlets or at
www.music.adelaide.edu.au, or contact
the Coordinator, Evening Concert Series
on (08) 8303 5925 (Tues/Thurs) or mobile:
0402 120 478.

Annual jazz
awards concert

THE annual Jazz Awards concerts
have won a well-deserved reputation
for showcasing the best talent from the
Elder School of Music's Jazz Studies in
one venue, giving Adelaide jazz
followers a once-a-year opportunity to
spot the stars of tomorrow.

Adelaide business and corporate sectors
have once again rallied to recognise the
talents of the high achieving award winners
by sponsoring cash prizes:

Adelaide City Council Award for Most
Outstanding Postgraduate (Adam Lee,
guitarist); Adelaide City Council Award
for Most Outstanding Undergraduate
(Chris Martin, pianist); Baron Partners
Award for Second Most Outstanding
Postgraduate (Shane Ellery, pianist); dB
Magazine Award for Top Undergraduate -
Jazz Guitar (James Brown); Envestra
Limited Award for Top Undergraduate -
Saxophone (Derek Pascoe); and John
Reynolds Music City Award for Top
Undergraduate - Drums (Hugh Harvey).

Annual Jazz Awards Concert

8pm Wednesday, September 4

Scott Theatre, University of Adelaide
Tickets $10 and $5

Bookings: (08) 8303 5925
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MORE than 6000 competitors are
expected to converge on Adelaide for
the nation's biggest university sporting
festival, the Australian University
Games.

This year the games are being co-hosted by
three South Australian universities—
Adelaide, Flinders and UniSA.

The Governor of South Australia, Her
Excellency Marjorie Jackson-Nelson—
herself an Australian sporting legend—uwiill
officially open the games at a ceremony at
the Memorial Drive Tennis Centre on
Sunday, September 29.

Admission to the opening is free, and all
participants and members of the public are
welcome to attend. Entertainment starts at
6.30pm, with the ceremony starting at 7pm.

Rhodes scholar off to Oxford ALUMNI NEWS
R

OUR latest Rhodes Scholarship winner,
Law/Commerce graduate Ben Allgrove,
has now left Adelaide to begin his studies
at Oxford University.

One of the world's most prestigious
scholarships, the Rhodes Scholarship is again
accepting applications from South Australian
university students.

The Rhodes Trust offers nine scholarships in
Australia each year, one awarded in each State
and three for Australia at large.

Ben Allgrove continues a long history of
University of Adelaide students to win the
scholarship. At Oxford he will be studying for
a DPhil (PhD) in Law.

Ben graduated with First Class Honours in
Law and was a University Medallist.

As with all Rhodes scholars, he was not
selected for academic achievement alone.
During his time at the University he was also
heavily involved in extra-curricular activities,
including Vice-President of the Adelaide
University Union, Orientation Coordinator,
playing rugby, and coaching rowing for the
Adelaide University Union Boat Club.

Since graduating, he was an Associate to the
Honourable Justice Debelle of the Supreme
Court of South Awustralia, and was also
research assistant to the Solicitor-General for
South Australia, Mr Brad Selway, an Adjunct
Professor of the Law School.

Rhodes scholars receive a generous stipend
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