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Study Abroad proves a ‘fantastic experience’
STUDY ABROAD isn’t a holiday—it’s an
experience which broadens students’
horizons and enhances teaching and
learning in Adelaide.

That’s the message from the
University of Adelaide’s Study Abroad
Advisers, who want to increase the
awareness of academic staff about the
study abroad opportunities for
University of Adelaide students.
The University of Adelaide has
exchange agreements with about 35
universities throughout Europe, Asia
and North America.  Students from
Adelaide who choose to study for one
year or one semester at an overseas
university will have their work credited
to their Adelaide University degree,
while at the same time experiencing a
different way of life and being able to
travel abroad.
“Not only are the students studying
and learning at a high quality univer-
sity, they also benefit from a different
perspective on life,” said Dr Jane
Olsson, Study Abroad Adviser (Europe
and Asia)
“For students studying a language, the
experience of living in Germany, France
or Japan, for example, is invaluable,”
said Acting Study Abroad Adviser
(North America) Ms Paula Ritchie.
“Experiences such as this really help
students in terms of personal develop-
ment.  The majority of students who
go away come back much more focused
on what they’re doing and why they’re
doing it, which in turn affects their
academic performance.”

“For other students the experience
holds its own unique benefits, and
lecturers and tutors can see the
difference it makes when those
students return to Adelaide.”
Kirsty Munro is an Adelaide
University student who knows the
advantages of studying abroad.  She
spent a year in Japan where she
studied Japanese language, culture
and society as part of her Arts degree.
“Living in Japan, it was like the theory
was over.  You weren’t dealing with
some concept in the classroom
anymore—you were actually there in
the country.  It was real.  You had to go
out and speak the language and
immerse yourself in the culture.  It was
a fantastic experience,” said Ms Munro,
who has now gone on to study Honours.
Katherine Bitzer and Paul Hodacs are
two students who are currently taking
the plunge and studying overseas—
right here in Adelaide.  Ms Bitzer (from
Canada) is studying for an Environ-
mental Sciences degree, while Mr
Hodacs (from Sweden) is a Commerce
student.  They both recommend the
experience of studying overseas.
“I was aware of the opportunity to go
overseas and study during my third
year, and I really wanted to do it,” Ms
Bitzer said.
“The experience of going to uni in
another country and another culture,
meeting new people—it’s a way to see
a part of the world that you normally
might not get the chance to see.”
“This is my second time studying in

Australia, and I enjoy it very much,”
said Mr Hodacs.  “It helps you to get a
perspective on life back home.  And
once you’ve started seeing new places,
you’ll want to keep going.”
Dr Olsson said the involvement of
academic staff in the promotion of
exchange programs was invaluable.
“We’ve found that the best and most
effective way of informing students
about these programs is through their

lecturers and tutors.  Academic staff,
who often already have links with
overseas universities, will see the
results of introducing their students to
these opportunities,” she said.
An information package will be sent to
all faculties shortly, or if academic
staff would like to find out more
information they can call the Study
Abroad Office on ext. 34379.

—David Ellis

Reaping the benefits of study abroad (from left): Katherine Bitzer, Paul Hodacs and Kirsty Munro.
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Andy’s return to Earth
ASTRONAUT Andy Thomas will soon
be home after spending 100 days aboard
the Russian space station Mir.

Dr Thomas, a graduate of the
University of Adelaide’s Faculty of
Engineering, is the first Australian
to become a NASA astronaut.  He
began his four-month stint aboard
Mir last January as part of the
Shuttle-Mir Research Program.

While in orbit around the Earth, Dr
Thomas was able to keep in contact
with his parents here in Adelaide via
videoconferencing technology at the
university’s Waite Campus.

The state-of-the-art technology
enabled Andy to speak with his
parents, Mr Adrian Thomas and Mrs

Elizabeth Thomas, virtually “face to
face”—despite being separated by
thousands of kilometres.  The last in
the series of videoconferences was
held on Wednesday, 3 June to
coincide with Mrs Thomas’s
birthday.

Andy Thomas received a PhD in
Mechanical Engineering from the
University of Adelaide in 1978.  In
1996 he became the first Australian-
born astronaut to take part in a
space shuttle mission.

A NASA spokeswoman said Dr
Thomas was due to transfer from
Mir to the shuttle Discovery early
this month, ending his historic
mission aboard the Russian space
station.

New textile exhibition
THE NATIONAL Textile Museum at
Urrbrae House is displaying a Chinese robe
and rare rank badge as part of the
exhibition A Universal Thread, on display
until 5 July.

The exhibition features textiles drawn
from public and private collections in
South Australia and has been designed
to illustrate the types of textiles that the
Museum will be acquiring to form a
collection for study and exhibition at
Urrbrae House.
“A Universal Thread is an exploration of
the extraordinarily far-reaching
influences of of ancient cultures through
the development of textiles,” said
Museum Administrator Lee Welch.
“Items in the exhibition range from 
the luxury handwork of master

craftsmen to a modern tea towel, from
handworked lace to a cap of human
hair.
The Chinese robe, sets of embroidered
sleeve bands and rank badge were
donated by a local resident.
“They belonged to her grandfather, who
spent some years living in China,” Lee
Welch said.  “A number of pieces in this
exhibition have been brought to
Australia as special family treasures.
Some owners now wish to share these
pieces with others through exhibition
and study, and they also want to ensure
that the pieces are preserved for future
generations to learn from and enjoy.”

The National Textile Museum is open from
Wednesday to Sunday, from 11.00am to
4.00pm.
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ABOVE:  MALAYSIA’S CLASS OF ‘98—more than 50 graduates celebrated their academic success with family 
and friends at the Hotel Istana, Kuala Lumpur.  Also pictured are the three Silver Jubilee Alumni, the Chancellor,
Vice-Chancellor, and Ms Joanna Teh.  Also pictured are the three Jubilands.

RIGHT: FIRST TIME—
for the new Chancellor,

Mr Bruce Webb, who
presided over the

graduation celebration.
This was Mr Webb’s first

commemoration
ceremony in KL since

taking up the position of
Chancellor of the

University.

ABOVE: SMILES ALL ROUND—graduates with Bachelor of Dental Surgery degrees line
up for photographs after the ceremony.  This is a time for friends and family members to
share their excitement and congratulations with the new graduates.

LEFT: DISTINGUISHED
ALUMNI—Tan Sri (Datuk)
Abdul Hamid Egoh was one of
the 50 VIP guests at the
celebration, pictured here with
the Director of Alumni
Relations, Mr Geoffrey Sauer.
Tan Sri, who graduated from
the University of Adelaide with
a BA (Hons) in 1966, was the
guest speaker at the Adelaide
University Alumni (Malaysia)
dinner following the ceremony.

RIGHT: DOWN TO
BUSINESS—it’s the

moment they’ve all been
waiting for.  The time

when the students’ hard
work is recongised by the

handing over of their
degree certificates.

Pictured here is Abdul
Rahman Abdullah

receiving his Bachelor of
Medicine and Bachelor of

Surgery degree from the
Chancellor.

ABOVE: POINT AND SHOOT—friends and family crowd in to take photos of their loved 
ones on stage.

ABOVE: CONGRATULATIONS—from the
Chancellor to Norhayati Bt Luddin, who received 
her Bachelor of Dental Surgery degree.

BELOW: DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI—Mr Sim See Kee, (BTech,
1965), and Mr Michael Abbott QC (LLB, 1965), both graduates of
the university and strong supporters of Alumni relations in Malaysia
and Australia respectively.

ABOVE:  FOOD FOR THOUGHT—the celebration concludes with a
reception and High Tea, helping the graduates and their families to
savour the taste of academic success.
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