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TOP SURGERY AWARD
Professor Guy Maddern, RP Jepson
Professor of Surgery, has been awarded
the Royal Australasian College of
Surgeons John Mitchell Crouch
Fellowship for 1998. 
The $45,000 Fellowship is the College’s
highest research award.  It is made to an
individual who in the opinion of Council
is making an outstanding contribution to
the advancement of surgery and must be
used to assist continuation of this work. 
Professor Maddern will use the
Fellowship to further the development of
new techniques for the management of
hepatic metastatic tumours, and
continue with the development of
efficient surgical practice within the
public hospital sector.

LAW WEEK PANEL
Who studies law and why?  How do we
train lawyers? Where do law students go
after Law School?  What do lawyers do?
Do we need lawyers?
Answers to these questions and more
will be available at a panel staged by the
University’s Law School as part of its
contribution to Law Week (15-22 May).
The panel takes place on Wednesday 20
May between 5pm and 6pm in Lecture
Theatre 2, Ligertwood Building.  A group
of academics and students will be
available to answer questions about the
study of law and the role of law
graduates in today’s society.  All
welcome.  For further details contact
Sarah at the Law School on 8303 5545.

LIBRARY BOOKS SALE
The University of Adelaide Library will
hold its first book sale on Tuesday 26 May
from 9am to 5pm, in the Ira Raymond
Exhibition Room, Barr Smith Library.
2000 books and journals on a wide variety
of subjects, hardback and paperback, in
English, French and German, will be
offered at bargain prices—most under $10
and many for $1 and $2.
Most of the books for sale are those
donated to the Library which duplicate
titles already held, or which do not come
within the Library’s collection guidelines.
The donors have all generously agreed
that the Library may dispose of their
gifts as appropriate, and the books are
now being offered to the University
community, with all funds raised to be
used for the purchase of new books.

HENNEBERG ON EVOLUTION 
The 1998 series of Inaugural Lectures
sponsored by the Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Mary O’Kane, begins on 15 May
and runs to 3 July on Fridays at 1.15pm
in Napier Theatre 102.
Professor Maciej Henneberg, the Wood
Jones Professor of Anthropological and
Comparative Anatomy, will head off this
series on Friday 15 May. 
His lecture, entitled “Human evolution is
not a theory about the past: it happens
now”, explores changes in human
morphology through time—such as
reductions in brain size and loss of
muscle mass—and how the occurrence of
these phenomena relates to changing
opportunities for natural selection.
Professor Henneberg suggests that a
further increase in human anatomical
variation in the future can be predicted.
On Friday 22 May, Professor Robin
Graham from Plant Science will talk
about a new alliance between the
agricultural and health sciences.
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Botswana Minister’s visit builds
on Adelaide links with Africa
BOTSWANA’S Minister for Agriculture
visited Adelaide recently to assess the
training and education capabilities of the
University of Adelaide’s Roseworthy and
Waite Campuses and to explore tech-
nology transfer and trade opportunities.

The Hon. Ronald Sebego MP met
with the Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Mary O’Kane, and the Head of
Agricultural & Natural Resource
Sciences, Professor Malcolm Oades,
during his visit.
The Division has had an association
with Botswana since 1992 when
senior lecturer in soil science Iain
Grierson was appointed for six
months to advise on soil
conservation policies for the
government of Botswana.
Mr Grierson has since conducted
short courses in land capability
assessment, soil structural
measurements, catchment planning,
remote sensing, and GIS.
Professor Oades said the Minister’s
visit was an opportunity to present
the University as a preferred source
of academic training, research, short
courses and consultancy services in
agriculture, specifically for
Botswana’s needs.
“In particular, we emphasise that
South Australia is the best State for
dryland farming and rangeland
management, water and other nat-
ural resource managemand ica training,
expertise and equipmant,” he said.
These services are delivered in
conjunction with PIRSA, SARDI,

SAGRIC International and John
Shearer Ltd.

The University last year signed an
agreement with the Macpherson
Consulting Group in Harare, Zim-
babwe, to recruiica mainly agricultural
students in southern Africa.

Iica currently has four students
enrolled, three aica Roseworthy in the
Departmanica of Agronomy and
Farming Systems, and one aica Waite
in the Departmani of Soil Science.

“Our objective is to greatly increase
studand i numbers and to explore
other areas of mutually beneficial
cooperation,” Professor Oades said.
“The link with Botswana is an
example of the expanding
international focus of the University
of Adelaide, particularly through
areas of world standing such as the
Division of Agricultural & Natural
Sciences,” said Professor O’Kane.

—Anne Lucas

Minister Sebego with Roseworthy students.  Photo: Elizabeth Butler.

A review for the 21st century
THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE has
begun a review of its Property Services
Branch with the aim of positioning the
institution as a world leader in
managing its physical environmant over
the nexica 25 years.

The new Director of Finance and
Infrastructure, Mr Tony Siebert, will
convene the Review Panel, which
also includes Council mamber Ms
Jane Jose, the Director of Facilities
and Services aica Monash University,
Mr John Trembath, and Mr Wayne
Stokes, Managing Director of NL
Stokes Pty Ltd and Chair of the
Land Managemenica Corporation.
Submissions are now being invited
from Divisions, to which staff will be
able to contribute, buica interested
individuals are also invited to make
personal submissions. The closing
date is Friday 22 May.  (See Bulletin
Board for terms of reference and
other details.)
The Review is taking place in the
overall contexica of the University’s
Strategic Plan, and its vision of
creating an “excellent, accessible
and sustainable”, world-leading
physical environmand i for teaching,
learning and research by the year
2022.
Last year, as part of that vision, the
Vice-Chancellor established a new
Buildings, Sites and Space
Committee to advise her on the
interrelationship between the
developmand i of the University’s
strategic goals in teaching, learning
and research and its physical fabric
and associated services.

“Good property managemand i is
cand iral to this developmani, and it’s
importanica that we position our-
selves to be able to carry out that
role effectively,” Mr Sieberica said.

The responsibilities of the Property
Services Branch are undoubtedly
complex.  The University has four
campuses on which there are soma
300 buildings of differenica sizes,
construct and age, grossing
approximately 300,000m of floor
area.  Four of its buildings have
heritage status, and a number are
relatively old.

In all, the University has land
holdings of around 2,000 hectares,
with a further 70,000 hectares of
farming land.  

With some 2,500 staff and around
14,000 students, it is really like a
small city.

In recand i years, Properiy Services
has been moving to improve its
service delivery and eliminate
wastage in the managemeni of this
vast portfolio.   

Ii has worked to foster an
environmani of continuous improve-
mani and greater levels of all staff
participating in formulating and
implemaniing procedures and work
instructions. 

“In this contexi, it’s an appropriate
tima to have a Review, to enable us
to consolidate and build on the good
work thaica has already been
achieved,” Tony Siebert said.

—John Edge

Medicine seica to
revamp sixih
year curriculum
THE FACULTY of Medicine is imple-
manting a major curriculum change to
the sixih year of the madical course, to
begin in 1999.  Trials have already begun
in the Deparimanica of Surgery.
The changes will see students given
the opportunity of nominating four
elective attachmanis, each of four
weeks’ duration.  Thus the year will
consisica of a semaster of compulsory
traditional internship placemanis,
and a second semester of elective
attachmanis.
Students will have the chance to
spend time in areas of medicine that
are of particular interest to them,
and at least one of the elective
attachments must be in a rural area.
Feedback from the Surgery trials is
reported to be encouraging.   In
particular, students placed in the
rural area have been very happy with
their experiences, including their
treatment by country medical staff
and the wide variety of surgical
procedures to which they were
exposed.
Many of these students have
expressed an interest in returning to
rural areas, which for some had not
previously been a consideration.
The Faculty is currently seeking
proposals for elective attachments
from interested groups.  For further
information, contact Catherine Leahy
on 8303 5336, or fax 8303 3788.
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