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The University of Adelaide
has joined forces with the
Indonesian Institute of
Sciences (LIPI) and the
Agricultural University of
Bogor (IPB) to host a unique
environmentally-related pro-
gram in Bogor, Indonesia
which is expected to lead to
more extensive collaboration
with institutions in West Java
province and possibly else-
where in Indonesia and South
East Asia.

Professor Andrew Smith
from the Botany Department
and Professor Sally Smith
from Soil Science led the
Adelaide team to Bogor.

The three-part program
from 17-30 October focused on
recent developments in
research in the ecological role
of mycorrhizas.  

It consisted of a training
workshop for 19 young scien-
tists, an international confer-
ence which attracted 140 par-
ticipants, and a research
planning workshop, looking at
new collaborations in re-
search, postgraduate training
and networking.

Mycorrhizas are very
widespread associations
between plants and soil fungi
which involve the colonisation
of plant roots by the fungi and
the transfer of scarce nutri-
ents such as phosphorus and
zinc from the soil to the plant.  

They are a very active area
of international research
because of their ability to
improve plant nutrition and
growthÑespecially in agricul-
ture, horticulture and forestry
where input of artificial soil
fertiliser is expensive or diffi-
cult.  The formation of mycor-
rhizas also improves soil
structure and can increase
resistance of plants to disease.  

The establishment of the
Mycorrhiza Association of
Indonesia this year indicates
growing recognition of their

importance in Indonesian agri-
cultural and forest ecosystems.

ÒThe introduction of mycor-
rhizal fungi to soil is impor-
tant in restoring plant growth
after soil disturbance such as
open-cut mining or forest
clearance due to logging orÑ
currently very topicalÑsevere
burning,Ó Andrew Smith said.

ÒAs a result, there was con-
siderable media interest from
Indonesian newspapers and
television.Ó

The program formed part of
LIPIÕs 30-year anniversary
celebrations and grew out of
discussions in 1995 between
Andrew Smith and staff from
several institutions in Bogor. 

It was then developed by an
organising committee chaired
by Dr Kartini Kramadibrata
from LIPI, with Professor
Smith in charge of the Aust-
ralian arm of the partnership.

Dr Paul NaiolaÑan
Adelaide Botany  graduate
now with LIPI in BogorÑwas
a member of the organising
committee for the workshop
and symposium.   

Sally Smith and graduate
students Ms Sandy Dickson
and Mr Patrick OÕConnor led
the staff for the training work-
shop.

This brought together
UNESCO-sponsored partici-
pants from Indonesia, Malay-
sia, the Philippines, Thailand
and Vietnam, with other par-
ticipants funded by forestry
and mining companies from
Indonesia and the Department
of Agriculture in Brunei.

Further input came from
Dr Nampiah Sukarno (IPB)
and Dr John Baon (Coffee &
Cocoa Research Institute,
Jember, East Java)Ñboth
Department of Soil Science
graduates; as well as from Dr

Mark Brundrett (CSIRO
Forestry & Forest Products,
WA), Dr John Cairney from
the University of Western
Sydney, and Professor Bengt
Söderström from Lund
University in Sweden. 

Both Andrew Smith and
Sally Smith agreed that the
vast amount of effort put in by
all organisers and trainers
had been extremely worth-
while and had opened up
exciting opportunities for
links between the host organi-
sations.

The current development of
a Research Centre for mycor-
rhizal and other plant root
symbioses in Adelaide, with
Sally Smith as Director-desig-
nate, is expected to provide an
excellent opportunity for more
extensive collaboration in the
mycorrhizal field.

ÒThe formation of a strong
network of mycorrhiza

researchers in SE Asia is
demonstrated already by the
e-mails from trainees, confer-
ence delegates and their col-
leagues that are now coming
inÑmany seeking the oppor-
tunity to study in Adelaide,Ó
Sally Smith said.

The Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Mary OÕKane,
stressed the UniversityÕs com-
mitment to fostering strong
educational links with
Indonesia in a message of wel-
come to trainees and dele-
gates which Professor Andrew
Smith read on her behalf at
the opening ceremony of the
conference. 

She said that the training
workshop demonstrated the
UniversityÕs aim of utilising
its expertise for the training of
scientists of the highest quali-
ty not only in Australia but
also internationallyÑand
especially among our friends
and neighbours in South-East
Asia.

—John Edge

West Java proves fertile soil for collaboration





The University has been advised by
the WorkCover Corporation that it has
achieved a Level 3 (top rating) in the
recent evaluation of prevention man-
agement systems.  This has resulted in
an overall Level 3 rating for the
University against current WorkCover
Employer Performance Standards.

ÒThis is excellent news for the
University, providing for a continua-
tion of its licence to self-insure for
workers compensation liability as well
as acknowledging that systems of man-
agement across the University are
effective and at the stage of continuous
improvement,Ó said Mr Chris Miller,
Manager of the OH&S Unit.

Mr Miller said that, while the over-
all result of the evaluation was an
improvement in occupational health
and safety management systems, there
were some weaknesses identified by
WorkCoverÑincluding the area of risk
assessment.

ÒThis is not particularly easy to
manage in the university sector, where
you have a large number of work envi-
ronments with many hazards, students
to consider, and considerable resource
limitations,Ó he said.

ÒNevertheless, the University is
reaping the benefit of a focus of atten-
tion in this area with a continuing fall

in claims for workers compensation
and a general reduction in the poten-
tial for injury and ill health.Ó 

Mr Miller said the Level 3 rating
was the culmination of a decade of
effort by many people across the
University with guidance and advice
provided by staff in the Personnel
Services Branch (OH&S Unit).

ÒThere is still much to be done to
realise the goal of integration of OH&S

into general management systems;
however, we can be well satisfied that
the University is moving along a path
of continuous improvement,Ó he said.

The award was presented to the
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Mary
OÕKane, by Mr John Harding (Program
Director, Government Exempts Project,
WorkCover Corporation), at the annual
Forum coordinated by the OH&S Unit
on 3 December.   

Following the presentation Mr
Harding addressed the Forum on the
importance of benchmarking OH&S. 

ÒNew performance standards for
self-insurers will set new benchmarks
for  employers from July 1998 and fur-
ther contribute to the continuous
improvement  cycle,Ó he said.  ÒThe
standards will also encourage integra-
tion of OH&S into existing business
management systems and the
University of Adelaide is now well
placed to build on its significant
achievements so far.Ó 

Mr Miller said plans for 1998
included a review of the current OH&S
Policy and Management  Plan, taking
on board the new performance stan-
dards.  There would also be a focus on
strategies to assist compliance to regu-
lations, provision of information, and
training and awareness for staff and
students.

CAMPUS NEWS ADELAIDEANPAGE 8  DECEMBER 15, 1997

AVAILABLE: 1 br unit, car-
port adjoining, telephone,
lounge, fully furn, small gar-
den, quiet tree lined street,
walking distance to Waite.
$85 pw.  Refs and bond
essential.  Ph 8271 3386.
CHRISTIE DOWNS: Self
contained room with own
entrance in private house.
Non smoker, no pets, suit
quiet student.  Ph Michael
8382 9545.
COLLEGE PARK: 4 br
share house, 20 mins
walk/5 min cycle to uni.
Neat house, lge garden.
$45 pw + exp.  Ph 8362
6719 (evening).
GOODWOOD: Fully furn, 3
br house avail short term
Mar - May 98.  Close to city
and transport, suit visitor.
$200 pw.  Ph 8303 8534.
HOLIDAY BEACH HOUSE:
Hayborough, Victor Harbour
avail during school holi-
days, very comfortable,

views, opposite reserve,
very close to beach, sleeps
6.  Ph 8297 9371.
NORTH ADELAIDE: 2 br
cottage avail for approx 3
mths Mar/Apr -  June.
Beautifully restored and ren-
ovated, fully furn, dishwash-
er, gas heating plus open
fire in dining room, off
street parking.  $250 pw +
utilities.  Ph 8267 2350.
OFFICE: 36sqm - 175 St
Vincent St, Port Adelaide in
former art deco style post
office building (b.1927).  Ph
8447 8809.
PARKSIDE: Fully furn fami-
ly home with large garden
avail during Aug & Sept
(dates neg).  Ph Sarah
Alpers or Hugh Kneebone
8271 0470.
ROSE PARK: Ground floor,
2 br unit avail early Jan 98.
Near bus route to North
Tce.  $110 pw.  Ph David
8303 3188 or 8339 4992,
email: <dbur ford@reg-
istry.adelaide.edu.au>.

SEMAPHORE: Fully furn
flat near beach, with br, liv-
ing rm, kitchen, bathroom,
laundry facility & car park.
Close to transport.  $70 pw
+bond.  Ph 0417 542 143.
SHARE: Person to share 3
br house 15 mins from city.
$70 pw + bond (neg) &
exps.  Ph 8351 9634.
WANTED: Short term
rental accomm in or around
Adelaide.  Will care for ani-
mals & garden.  Reliable &
tidy.  Ph 0418 846 457.

AIR CONDITIONER:
Panasonic, 1.75 hp, excel-
lent cond, $325.  Ph Henk
8431 5202, email: <peter-
son@camtech.net.au>.
CAMIRA: SLJE 87 sedan,
5 spd, injected, air cond,

towbar, rust protection,
excellent cond, reg until
mid 98.  VNB 070.  $4,950
ono.  Ph 8266 5570 (after
7pm).
COLT: SE 87 sedan, manu-
al, air cond, only 44,000
km, reg until Apr 98, excel-
lent cond, reliable.  UEC
925.  $6,900 ono.  Ph
Linda 8303 4807 or 8371
3516 (ah).
COMPUTING: Mac 190
colour power book,
12/540, Ethernet cable,
lots of software, carry
case, as new.  $1,750.
Ethernet Card, price nego-
tiable.  Printer, as new,
$150.  Ph 8332 3863 (h)
or 8302 2368 (w).
HOUSE: West Croydon -
immaculately presented
maisonette in quiet street.
Fully renovated, 2 br plus

study/hobby rm, living rm
with open fire place, mod-
ern country style kitchen,
jarrah floorboards, upgrad-
ed bathroom, sep laundry,
garage, low maintenance
gardens.  $109,500.  Ph
John or Helen Ward 8340
2482 (h) or 8237 6609 (w).
MISC: 2 tables, mushroom
colour, approx 1200 x
900mm, $50 ea.  Arm
chair, maroon, $40.
Lectern with cupboard,
mushroom, price neg.  Ph
Joanne 8303 3344.
MOVING SALE: Firm single
bed, $45.  Oak drawing
table, $75.  New ironing
board, $25.  All prices neg.
Ph Gail or Vlad 8346 0482.

LAB/COMPUTER EQUIP-
MENT: Spectra Physics,
high pressure liquid chro-
matograph UV/visible
detector & auto sampler,
$300.  Lectern, wooden,
portable, exc cond, $100.

Apple Macintosh IIvx, 8 Mb
RAM, colour monitor, key-
board, mouse, exc cond,
$450.  Microsoft Excel for
windows, unopened, $70.
Digital personal DEC station
500/25, 16/425, 16” Sony
Trinitron monitor, $850.  Ph
Alex 8356 3925.
TENDER: Ford Falcon
wagon, 1996, white, auto,
air cond, towbar, mudflaps,
approx 40,000 km, VVW
055.  Inspection 17 Dec
rear Williams Bldg, Rose-
worthy from 8.30-11.30am,
ph Keith 8303 7814.
Tenders in a sealed enve-
lope marked Tender VVW
055 to Laboratory Man-
ager, ES&M Dept,
Roseworthy Campus,
Roseworthy SA 5371 by
Mon 21 December 1997.

BOOKSHELVES: Must be
of sturdy construction.  Ph
8266 5570 (after 7pm).
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Advertisement Guild to celebrate 60 years of theatre in 98
The University of Adelaide Theatre
Guild will continue its active support of
emerging local artists and writers in its
60th anniversary season in 1998.

The recently-announced birthday
program includes two components ded-
icated to local workÑa reprise of this
yearÕs acclaimed new works format
GORGE, and a new piece by play-
wright Fiona Sprott, to be directed by
Alyson Brown.   

Both Fiona Sprott and Alyson
Brown are graduates of the Uni-
versityÕs Drama Department and were
recently chosen to be among five
emerging Adelaide artists to receive
special support and profiling during
the Adelaide Festival.  

The Theatre Guild has had a long
tradition of presenting classics, and
this is also highlighted in the 60th

birthday season, with productions of
two works from the later 17th centu-
ryÑThe Rover, by pioneering woman
dramatist and masterspy Aphra Behn,
and MolièreÕs great story of hypocrisy
undone, Tartuffe.

The Rover will be directed by recent
Honours English graduate Cate Rogers
in a co-production with Parting
Company.  

For Tartuffe, the Guild will welcome
special 60th birthday guest director
Jim Vilé back to Adelaide.   Mr Vilé, a
professional freelance director who has
also been Artistic Director for
BrisbaneÕs La Boite Theatre, was the
Theatre GuildÕs Artistic Director from
1976-1980 while Senior Lecturer in
Drama at the University.

The 60th year will kick off in the
grandeur of Bonython Hall with the

South Australian première of Slum
Clearance, by the Czech RepublicÕs
poet/playwright/President, Vaclav
Havel.  

This will be directed by Chris
Drummond, another Adelaide Drama
graduate now carving out a profession-
al career in Sydney.

As a special anniversary activity,
supported financially by the Vice-
Chancellor and the University of
Adelaide Foundation, the Guild has
engaged historian Dr Kerrie Round to
gather an oral history database and
prepare a manuscript about the work
of the company over the last 60 years,
to be completed by mid-year.  

The GuildÕs 60th birthday season
has also been supported by Coopers,
Unibooks, the Adelaide University
Union, and Ansett Australia.

From Page 5

Dr Geddes said the summer
school in Turkey would be the
first of its kind.  It was designed
as an ordinary semester course
subject for second and third-year
students and as such would count
as part of their degree.  

But it will also be open to inter-
ested members of the public who
would like the same experience.

ÒAlthough non-enrolled stu-
dents will not earn university
credits, they will acquire a unique
expertise in the understanding
and enjoyment of classical archae-
ology in Turkey,Ó she said.

The exact cost of the school,
including airfare and accommoda-
tion, has yet to be determined, but
it is expected to be less than
$4000 for the three weeks.

• For more information contact the
Centre for European Studies on
(08) 8303 5226.

—David Ellis

Turkey trip to
help students
reconstruct past

WorkCover gives Uni top rating

Professor O’Kane accepts the award
from Mr Harding.  Photo: David Ellis.
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