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IN BRIEFTheNews
TheNews

CONFLICT MANAGEMENT
Two American judges (who are also
leading figures in the National Spiritual
Assembly of the BaháÕis of the US) will
be the guest speakers at a Centre for
Intercultural Studies and Multicultural
Education seminar in the Council Room
on Tuesday 23 September at 6pm.

They are US Senior Circuit Judge
Dorothy W Nelson and the former
Presiding Judge of the Los Angeles
Municipal Court, James F Nelson.

Both speakers have wide experience in
the area of dispute resolution, and their
seminar will explore the topic of alter-
native forms of conflict managementÑ
such as mediation and arbitrationÑand
the way that many nations are turning
to these alternatives, not as a substitute
for the courts, but as part of a composite
system of remedies.

EVOLUTION SYMPOSIUM
The Florey Lecture Theatre will be the
venue for a day-long symposium on
ÒThe Evolution of Physiological
ProcessesÓ on Sunday 28 September
from 8.50am.

Organised by Dr Chris Daniels from the
Department of Physiology, the sympo-
sium will precede the Australian
Physiological and Pharmacological
Society meeting on Monday 29 Septem-
ber and involves 13 leading evolutionary
biologists from around Australia.

They will present their research and
views on the evolutionary processes that
shaped physiological systems in 
vertebrates and invertebrates, with 
a wide range of physiological pro-
cesses, animal groups and technical 
and intellectual approaches being pre-
sented.

¥ Further information: Dr Chris
Daniels, email: <cdaniels@physiol.ade-
laide.edu.au> tel 8303 4157, fax 8303
3356.

PIONEER IN STUDY OF METAL-
TOLERANT PLANTS TO VISIT
The Centre for Plant Membrane Biology
will host a visit on Tuesday 7 October by
Emeritus Professor Robert Brooks, a
leading scientist in the ecology and phy-
tochemistry of metal-tolerant plants. 

Professor Brooks, from New ZealandÕs
Massey University, has concentrated on
the use of plants for biogeochemical
prospecting.  A pioneer in exploration
for hyperaccumulator plants, he has led
botanical expeditions to places such as
Zaire, Brazil, Spain, Morocco and
Argentina.  

His work in Brazil led to the identifica-
tion of new plant species that hyperac-
cumulate metals, while expeditions to
Zaire saw the collection of many rare
and endangered copper-tolerant plant
species.

Professor Brooks will present a seminar
in the Benham Lecture Theatre at
4.00pm on 7 October on the role 
of plants that hyperaccumulate 
heavy metals in mineral exploration,
archaeology, phytoremediation and phy-
tomining.

¥ Further information: Dr Daniel
Schachtman, tel 8303 5724 or email
<dschachtman@botany.adelaide .
edu.au>.

Fast track plan for Lower Level 
The newly-appointed independent
project management team for the
University of Adelaide’s Lower Level
Site Development aims to fast-track
the project so construction can begin
as soon as possible.

The new project managersÑ
Integrated Construction (Manage-
ment Services)Ñwill report to a
University ÒclientÓ committee which
will carry responsibility for the suc-
cessful completion of the $40 million
development.

Design work has stopped while
ICMS undertakes a major review of
costs.  This work is expected to begin
again in three to four weeks.

The Project Manager, ICMS

Managing Director Mike Raffety,
said his major aim was to Òbring the
project back on program as soon as
possibleÓ.

His company has had extensive
experience managing building pro-
jects for the Australian National
University and the University of
Canberra.  ICMS is experienced in
fast-tracking projects.

A ÒusersÓ committeeÑmade up of
representatives of the areas that will
occupy the new buildingsÑwill also
report to the client committee.

The UniversityÕs client committee
is convened by Professor Judith
Brine, who is the Convener of the
UniversityÕs Building Sites and

Space Committee.  
The committee also includes the

Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Doug McEachern, the Acting
Director of Finance and Infrastruc-
ture, Mr Bryan Scherer, and the
UniversityÕs Project Liaison Officer
for the development, Mr John
Larwood.

The Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Mary OÕKane, said she expected that
the Lower Level Site Development
would be put back on track and com-
pleted on time and within budget.

She said the UniversityÕs internal
auditor would maintain rigorous
oversight of the external project
management system.

Mr Bill Scammell to retire as Chancellor
The Chancellor of the University of
Adelaide, Mr Bill Scammell, has
announced that he will retire from
the position in November, to take
effect from the conclusion of that
month’s University Council meeting.

Mr Scammell, Chancellor since
1991, told the Council this month
that he felt it was time for him to
step aside, having seen the recently
initiated changes to University gov-
ernance and management well
under way.

The Council has established a
search committee, convened by the
Senior Deputy Chancellor, Mr Jim

Bettison, to recommend a new
appointment.  

Other committee members
include Deputy Chancellor Ms
Janine Haines, Convener of the
Finance Committee Mr Bruce Webb,
President of the Postgraduate
StudentsÕ Association Ms Jill
Thorpe, Council member Mr John
Keeler, and Deputy Convener of
Academic Board, Professor Rob
Saint.

The committee will first explore
and define the characteristics of the
position of Chancellor, and the quali-
ties that might be appropriate in the

new appointee.  
The committee will be assisted by,

and will welcome, input and com-
ments from the University communi-
ty on these issues.  Comments
should be directed to the Senior
Deputy Chancellor, c/- Mr Rex
Hanney, Secretariat, to be received
by Friday, 3 October. [See also p. 4]

The committeeÕs next step would
be to prepare a shortlist of potential
candidates for CouncilÕs considera-
tion.  Council hopes to appoint a new
Chancellor at its meeting on 14
November.

—David Washington

New University home page now on line
A fresh new design and a restruc-
turing of the major navigational
pages are features of the University
of Adelaide’s new World Wide Web
Home Page which went on line on
Friday, 12 September.

Two substantial new pages have
been developed to provide easily
expandable frameworks for infor-
mation for students, and for
University staff.

The ÔStudy InfoÕ page provides

information on courses, campus
facilities and attractions, plus
direct links to the faculties and to
the Adelaide University Union.

The ÔWork InfoÕ page provides
links to essential information on all
aspects of working at the
University of Adelaide.

Both sites are expected to
expand rapidly in the next few
months.

The graphic design, featuring

the UniversityÕs people and build-
ings, was prepared by the
Educational Technology Unit.  The
WWW project was undertaken
jointly by the Information
Technology Division and the Public
Relations and Marketing Office.
Feedback on the new site is wel-
come.  (E-mail to pcree@vco.ade-
laide.edu.au).  

The University of Adelaide
Home Page is located at <www.ade-
laide.edu.au>.

Open Day Net surfers quiz
Web surfers will have the
chance to test their Internet
skills and win a book vouch-
er prize in a special quiz at
the University of Adelaide’s
Open Day on Sunday, 19
October at the Roseworthy
Campus.

The Roseworthy Campus
Library is devising the quiz,
which will test visitorsÕ
knowledge of the campus as
well as their Internet skills.   

The Library is set to
become a buzz of activity on
Open Day with Internet
access for experienced and
novice Web surfers, as well
as special displays, including
reference materials on wine.

Campus Librarian Angela
Mills said the wine books
display would complement a
range of Open Day activities
involving the UniversityÕs

expertise and achievement
in the wine industry.

Another attraction will
feature research into South
AustraliaÕs emerging olive
oil industry.

The Open Day will fea-
ture a major courses and
careers event involving all
faculties, faculty talks, sci-
entific displays and demon-
strations, as well as music,
entertainment and a huge
range of gourmet food out-
lets.

—Patricia Cree

The University of Adelaide is fielding a team of
some 150 athletes in the Australian Universities
Games at La Trobe University next week—and the
team will be hoping to beat last year’s tally of six
medals, which included a rowing Gold.

The Games attract around 6,000 students from
all States and Territories and provide a national
benchmark for the standard of University sport.

To get there, teams must qualify in the Central
Conference Play Offs.  Adelaide  managed to quali-
fy most of its teams, including Athletics, Hockey,
Judo, Kendo, Netball, Sailing, Soccer, Squash,
Tennis, Touch and Volleyball.

The backbone of the UniversityÕs Games thrust
is the 40 clubs which make up the Sports
Association, and which this year broke the 3500
member mark.

Students also get the chance throughout the
year to compete for Australia at the World
University Games.  This year Iain Melhuish
(Swimming) and David Cardone (Track and Field)
were assisted by Sports Association travel grants
and competed in Sicily in August.
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Retiring?
Being Retrenched?

Consider Investment Options
Over Lunch...

Each month we host a series of
FREE SEMINARS at which a light
luncheon and refreshments are
served.

Topics covered include ROLL-
OVERS, ALLOCATED PENSIONS,
PORTFOLIO PLANNING and the
range of investment alternatives.

For reservations ring Selena or
Petra on 8205 5700.

Todd Partners
Sharebrokers and Investment Advisors

33 Waymouth Street
Adelaide  SA  5000

NEXT SEMINAR DATES:
Wednesdays 8 October and

22 October

TIME:  12.30pm - 2.45pm

Advertisement

INVITATION

Todd Partners Stockbroking Pty Ltd 
(ACN 008 082 157) is the holder of

Dealers Licence No. 10788 trading as
Todd Partners

Member Corporation of Australian Stock Exchange Ltd

Vogel Prize means new future for local writer
University of Adelaide English tutor Dr
Eva Sallis has joined the ranks of
Australia’s most successful writers
after being named the winner of The
Australian/Vogel Literary Award for
1997.

The prize is awarded to the best
unpublished novel by an Australian
writer under 35 years of age.

Dr SallisÕs novel, Hiam (pronounced
hiyaam), was unanimously chosen by
the judges as the winning entry.  Hiam
is the tale of an Arabic woman who
drives from Adelaide to Darwin, suf-
fering trauma and isolation following
the death of her husband.

This year there were more than 200
entrants to the Vogel prize.  As the
winner, Dr Sallis was awarded
$15,000 cash and is guaranteed publi-
cation of her manuscript.

ÒIt was a major shock when I first
found out IÕd won it,Ó said the 33-year-
old.  ÒI didnÕt really believe it for a few
days.  I guess itÕs the kind of thing that
every new writer dreams of.Ó

Dr Sallis graduated from the
University of Adelaide with a Bachelor
of Arts (Honours) in 1987 and went on
to complete her Masters degree and
PhD at the University.

Currently a tutor with the Depart-
ment of English and a Visiting Re-
search Fellow with the Centre for
Asian and Middle-Eastern Architec-
ture, Dr Sallis wrote Hiam at the
same time she was completing her
PhD thesis.

Both pieces of work deal with simi-
lar themes: the thesis is a comparative
analysis of the Arabic and European

versions of The Arabian Nights; the
novel portrays Arab culture in a
uniquely Australian setting and uses
elements of Arabic fantasy storytelling
to convey HiamÕs physical, emotional
and psychological journey.

ÒItÕs a very simple story.  Hiam trav-
els north trying to deal with grief,
because her family is basically
destroyed.  And in trying to deal with
that she has to come to terms with a
lot of things about herself and forge a
new identity,Ó Dr Sallis said.

ÒI wrote it using what I knew.  IÕve

driven the journey north and I thought
that was a good choice, putting my
character out in isolation from her com-
munity in order to explore the issues
that I wanted to explore.  ItÕs a very
stark and extreme landscape.  ItÕs very
visual, so IÕm able to make her interior
experiences very visual through that.

ÒIÕm also an Arabist.   IÕve been
researching Arabic language and liter-
ature for a long time.  So it was draw-
ing on things I felt strongly about
within this specific culture.Ó

Despite the strong Arabic influence

on the novel, Dr Sallis is quick to point
out that its themes are universal.

ÒMany people are going to focus on
that fact that itÕs about an Arab
woman,Ó she said.  ÒBut while on the
one hand I wanted to subvert a lot of
the preconceptions about Arab culture
and Arab women and about Islam, itÕs
also a book about a human being any-
one could identify with, regardless of
your cultural or gender background,
independent of those stereotypes.

ÒI wanted a universal search for
identity, and I thought the extremes of
the expatriate experience in Australia
could well serve that.  I would hope
the book isnÕt something thatÕs just
read out of curiosity about Arab
women, because itÕs not going to satis-
fy people who are looking for that.Ó

Dr Sallis, who has been teaching
Contemporary Australian Fiction to
students in the English Department,
now finds herself facing her students
not just as a tutor but also as one of
the newest and most highly recognised
of contemporary Australian writers.

ÒItÕs different.  But itÕs also a fantas-
tic feeling.  IÕve always wanted to be a
writer, and now a lot of opportunities
are opening up in front of me,Ó said Dr
Sallis, who will resign her Visiting
Research Fellowship with the Univer-
sity this year to take up writing full-
time.

ÒI have already started my next
novel.  I really want to pursue this and
see what IÕm capable of.  ItÕs a major
lateral shift in my whole thinking
about my future,Ó she said.

Hiam will be published by Allen &
Unwin in 1998.

—David Ellis

Vogel Prize winner Eva Sallis—”a major lateral shift”.  Photo:  David Ellis

ANZAAS: how science benefits community
An estimated 200 local and interna-
tional scientists from a wide range of
disciplines will converge on the
University of Adelaide this month for
ANZAAS 97—one of the largest and
most diverse scientific conventions of
its kind in the nation.

The ANZAAS (Australian & New
Zealand Association for the Advan-
cement of Science) Congress runs
from 29 September to 2 October.  Its
central theme is the Advancement of
Science in Developing CommunitiesÑ
with a focus on the cooperation of sci-
entists in Australasia and Southern
Asia.

ÒThe Congress provides a situation
in which scientists young in spirit and
young or less young in age and experi-
enceÑAustralian and AsianÑlearn
from each other and share experience
and insight which should lead to bet-
ter science throughout the region in
the coming century,Ó said the chair-
man of the organising committee,
Emeritus Professor David Boyd.

ÒThe lecture program is concerned
with how science and the scientific
approach to dealing with problems is
used to make life better throughout
the whole community.Ó

The program covers two areas:
¥  Science & the Quality of Life,

which is directed at how the lives of
individual people can be enhanced
through scientific endeavour; and

¥  Science Work & the Economy,
about how the material needs of peo-
ple and the community can be
improved in cities and the country.

Topics include such issues as health

and mental health in developing com-
munities, infectious diseases manage-
ment, population control, landmines,
science and leisure, alternative energy
sources, food production and waste
management.

Professor Sir Graeme Davies,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
University of Glasgow; Professor
David Phillips, head of Chemistry,
Imperial College, London; and
Professor Peter Sheehan, founding
director of the Centre for Strategic
Economic Studies, Victoria University
of Technology are just some of the
main speakers for the congress.

Key University of Adelaide speak-

ers include Professor Reg Coutts,
director of the Centre for Telecomm-
unications Information Networking;
Professor Margaret Sedgley, head of
Horticulture, Viticulture & Oenology;
and Professor Hugh Possingham, head
of the Department of Environmental
Science & Management.

Running concurrently with the
congress is a Youth ANZAAS program
aimed at students 10-12 years old.
There will also be strong participation
by postgraduate students.

For more information contact Rob
Perrin on (08) 8374 2203 or email:
<perrin@camtech.net.au>.

Following the announcement by the
Chancellor, Mr Bill Scammell, of his
intention to retire with effect from the
conclusion of the November Council
meeting, a search committee has
been established by Council to
assist it in the appointment of the
next Chancellor.
In its first discussion of a new
appointment Council felt that given
recent changes to the University Act
involving the size, composition and
function of Council, and significant
changes in the management struc-
ture of the University, it is timely for
the criteria which should be used in
the selection of an appointee to be
reconsidered; and that this should be
the search committee’s first task. 
Accordingly, I would appreciate

receiving from the University com-
munity, individually or as groups,
comments concerning the qualities
that are now seen as important in
our Chancellor. These will assist in
preparation of a recommendation to
be taken to the October meeting of
Council.

Your comments (written rather than
oral) should be sent, in confidence if
wished, to Mr Rex Hanney, c/-
Secretariat: e-mail rhanney@vco
.adelaide.edu.au, or to me; e-mail
selsley@adelaide.on.net to reach
me by close of business on Friday 3
October.

I J Bettison
Senior Deputy Chancellor

Convener, Search Committee

Invitation from the Senior Deputy Chancellor
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