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Radio 5UV — the first 25 years
On 28 June, Radio 5UV cele-
brates its 25th birthday, with a
solid record of achievement
and a clear focus on its future
as a vital part of the University
of Adelaide.

5UV was established by the
then Department of Contin-
uing Education with the aid of
a donation to the University
from Kenneth Stirling.  The
money was for an educational
initiative, and the University
took that initiative to create
the first radio station in
Australia with an E (for
Education) class license.

The first programs featured
recorded lectures where you
could hear the squeak of chalk
on the board.  Legal restric-
tions on the broadcasting of
music on the then experimen-
tal licence meant that fanfares
had to be edited out of
Shakespeare plays.  That
restriction was eventually lift-
ed and the broadcasting of
music of many kinds has
become an important feature
of 5UV’s schedule. 

Concerts from Elder Hall
and other university venues
are frequently heard on 5UV,
supporting local composers
and musicians as well as giv-
ing music students the oppor-
tunity to have first class
recordings of their perfor-
mances for auditions and pro-
fessional purposes.

The station plays many
roles.  

As a University depart-
ment, 5UV has given valuable
media exposure to many peo-
ple and projects at the
University.  Through its mem-
bership of the Community
Broadcasting  Association of
Australia, 5UV has provided
leadership and support for the

rapidly developing community
radio network.  Access to the
ComRadSat satellite distribu-
tion service gives 5UV the
capacity to reach over 120
other radio stations.  

Many of its programs are
heard nationally, further
enlarging the reach of the
University’s work.  As a com-
munity radio station, it
involves in its programming
literally hundreds of volun-
teers from the widest reaches
of Adelaide; retired academics
and other professionals,
University students, music
lovers, people with some time
to give  and an interest in com-
munication.

The station has always pro-
vided first class training for its
staff and volunteers, and since
its inception its ‘graduates’
have been snapped up by the
ABC and commercial broad-
casters.  Keith Conlon, the
first director, is one of
Adelaide’s best loved media
figures.  Sue Howard, former
breakfast host, now manages
radio for the ABC.  When on
the news you see Richard
Morecroft, Angela Pippos,
Samantha Maiden or Adrian
Raschella, you are seeing four
people among many for whom
5UV has been an important
professional springboard. 

5UV has recently become a
nationally accredited provider
of media training services.

5UV’s role in the Univer-
sity’s community identity was
recognized in the 1996
National Quality review,
alongside the establishment of
the Thebarton research
precinct.

Initially established in a
warren of corridors under the
Hughes Plaza, the Station

moved in 1989 to a street front
position facing the University
at 228 North Terrace.  It is
now ideally placed to continue
its work of being a bridge link-
ing the University to the city,
the State and beyond.

Like all university depart-
ments, 5UV has suffered
financial restrictions, but has
worked very hard to ensure
the continuity of excellent
broadcasting for which it has
received many national
awards and nominations. 

Most recently the station
was awarded the Archbishop
of Adelaide’s media citation for
two nationally syndicated
radio programs about youth
suicide. These programs grew
out of a project linking the
expertise of the Department of
General Practice at the
University of Adelaide and
Flinders Medical Centre to the
production skills of the radio
station, providing the audio
component to a national con-
tinuing education initiative for
general practitioners. 

The establishment in 1972
of an educational radio station
placed the University of
Adelaide in the forefront of the
development of educational
technology. Twenty-five years
on, 5UV broadcasts on the
World Wide Web and is devel-
oping plans for audio on
demand material. 

As the university responds
to the challenges of the new
technologies in educational
service delivery it can be
proud that its investment in
Radio 5UV has borne such
fruit and is well placed to con-
tinue and develop its service
into the future.

—Ewart Shaw

5UV’s first manager, Keith Conlon at the console

This month we toast a signif-
icant landmark with the sil-
ver birthday of 5UV.
Twenty-five years ago your
station was a trail-blazer in
a concept new to Australia—
community radio.  Since that
inception, 5UV has gone on
to provide radio listeners
with a fresh outlook on pro-
gramming which has placed
great emphasis on being edu-
cational, informative and
above all else, entertaining.
Along the way it has been the
vehicle for launching the
broadcasting careers of a wide
range of presenters and tech-
nical staff, many of whom
have become household names
in the wider media.

All this would not have been
possible without the drive
and enthusiasm of everyone
who has been involved with
5UV—from institutions such
as the University of Adelaide,
the sponsors, the small band
of paid staff and, not the
least, the many volunteers
who have embraced the com-
munity radio concept.

The station which went to air
with the catchcry ‘first on the
dial’ is now the nation’s old-
est community radio station
and I wish you every good
fortune for the next 25 years.

Hon. John Olsen, MP
Premier of South

Australia

The station’s second manager, Jill Lambert

Then Governor of South Australia, Sir Mark Oliphant and Dame
Roma Mitchell, then Deputy Chancellor of the University of
Adelaide, at the official launching of Radio 5UV in 1972. 

Radio 5UV’s current manager, Jeff
Langdon.  Photos courtesy of 5UV.

From the Premier

From the Arts Minister
5UV has been a leader in community broadcasting in
Australia—and it still sets the standard!  Over the
years it has expanded and excelled in both the produc-
tion quality and diversity of its programmes.

I congratulate and thank 5UV for countless hours of
challenging, diverse radio listening over the past 25
years—and wish all associated with the station all the
best for the future.

Diana Laidlaw, MLC
Minister for the Arts

From the V-C
Radio 5UV holds a unique place in
Australian broadcasting and, indeed, in
Australian higher education.  On the sta-
tion’s 25th birthday, I offer my whole-hearted
congratulations to the management and staff
of 5UV, as well as the many volunteers who
have contributed so vitally to 5UV’s broad-
casts over its life.

Mary O’Kane
Vice-Chancellor
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