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Malaysian graduation caps active week in region
Australia’s High Commissioner
Designate to Malaysia, Mr Robert
Cotton, was among the distinguished
guests who joined around 600 family
members and friends to celebrate the
achievement of the 75 new University
of Adelaide graduates who received
their certificates from the Chancellor,
Mr Bill Scammell, in a ceremony at the
Hotel Istana in Kuala Lumpur on
Sunday 25 May.  

Engineering graduate Ir. Chris
Chow Chow Pang (BE 1961), the
Senior Vice-President of KTA Tenaga
Sdn. Bhd and President of Adelaide
Uni Alumni (Malaysia) Bhd, delivered
the Occasional Address.

Mr Chong urged the graduates to
put the skills they have acquired to the
good of their country.

“The graduates are going to enter
into a new phase of life,” he said, “hold-
ing their heads high in their chosen
professions — be it as doctors, engi-
neers, economists, executives in busi-
ness, banking or corporations.  Your
country feels proud to welcome you all
into our ranks in society. 

“Malaysia is marching into the new
21st century with a number of notable
achievements,” Mr Chong said.  “We
should be very proud of what our Prime
Minister is advocating in the interna-
tional arena to bring about a just and
fairer world.  He sets very lofty goals...
Ask yourselves what you can con-
tribute to achieve these goals!

“While we realise we are entering
the exciting IT age, we must not for-
sake our tradition, our culture, our val-
ues.  No nation can be truly strong
without its backbone and the moral
fibre and unity of its people,” Mr Chong
said. 

The Sunday afternoon graduation
was followed by the Annual Dinner of
Adelaide Uni Alumni (Malaysia), also
held at the Hotel Istana.  Many of the
new graduates attended this function,
along with older Malaysian graduates
of the University, among them the first
Malaysian student to study at
Adelaide, Dato’ Dr Gopal Sreenevasan
(MBBS 1952).

The Chief Minister of Sarawak, YAB
Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri Haji (Dr) Abdul
Taib Mahmud (LLB 1961, DUniv
1994), who is Patron of Adelaide Uni
Alumni (Malaysia), was the guest of
honour.  In his address, the Chief
Minister spoke fondly of his years as a
student in Adelaide, and positively of
the potential of the ongoing relation-
ship between the University and its
Malaysian alumni.

The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Mary
O’Kane also presented a warmly-
received speech at the dinner which
focused on the University’s drive
towards a greater internationalisation
of its activities over the next 20 years.  

In this context, the Vice-Chancellor
referred to Pauline Hanson, describing
Ms Hanson and her supporters as “a
small section of Australian society who
would like to see us return to a largely
fictional past where the races were
kept separate and Australia needed
nothing that it could not find within its
own borders.” 

Professor O’Kane re-affirmed the
University’s commitment to a global,
non-parochial vision.

“Our work and our future have
always been tied with the rest of the
world,” she said.  “Our students have
been drawn from many different cul-
tures and have been welcomed into our
community.  The University of Adelaide
will not be diverted from its engage-
ment with students, teachers and
researchers from across the globe.”

Eight staff were in Malaysia for the
graduation, as well as the Chancellor
and the Senior Deputy-Chancellor, Mr
Jim Bettison.  

The event was the high point of a
busy period which involved activities in
Singapore, Sarawak, Sabah and
Penang, and included: meetings with
alumni in Sabah and Sarawak; a din-
ner with Singaporean alumni
addressed by the Vice-Chancellor; a
visit to Sepang Institute of Technology,
where the University’s twinning pro-
gram is progressing very strongly;
fruitful ongoing negotations for the
establishment of a joint graduate edu-
cation centre with the Ngee Ann
Kongsi which should see the signing of
a final agreement in the near future;
and productive meetings related to
University of Adelaide arrangements
with Universiti Sains Malaysia and
Universiti Pertanian Malaysia.

The Vice-Chancellor was particular-
ly involved in an intensive round of vis-
its and meetings during her trip, end-
ing in a project for the Malaysian
Government as the leader ot a team
reviewing the Government’s research
development plan.

The Chancellor, the Registrar Frank
O’Neill, and Alumni Relations Director
Geoff Sauer were also guests at the
61st birthday celebrations of the Chief
Minister of Sarawak at the beginning
of the week.

—John Edge

Graduates pose for their official photographs after the ceremony.

Last minute instructions from Commemorations Manager Graham Feltham.

Mr Chris Chong Chow Pang delivers
the Occasional Address.

Graduation in Kuala Lumpur is an occasion for all the family.  
The above photographs by William Abraham of Charlie’s Photography, Klang.
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