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Specialists from Indonesia are to be
taught the world’s latest reproductive
medicine techniques by the University
of Adelaide’s infertility unit, Repromed.

Repromed, which is recognised
internationally for its expertise in
assisting couples with infertility prob-
lems, last month signed an agreement
with one of Indonesia’'s major private
women’s hospitals, Rumah Sakit
Bunda Jakarta.

Under the agreement, Repromed
will act as a technical consultant to
the hospital, providing training and
ongoing support for its reproductive
medicine programs.

Alternative to
methadone to
be trialled

Drug researchers at the University of
Adelaide are seeking heroin users who
want to ‘kick the habit’ to take part in a
trial of a possible alternative to
methadone.

Methadone is currently the only legal
alternative to heroin in Australia.
However, there are some drawbacks to
methadone treatment. It is not suitable
for all users, it can be an addictive drug,
and there is still some risk of overdose
and death.

The new alternative drug being stud-
ied by the University’s Department of
Clinical & Experimental Pharmacology
is buprenorphine, which until recent
years has been used only as an analgesic
for things such as post-operative pain.

Buprenorphine has a number of sus-
pected benefits over methadone. It is
believed to be less addictive, and therefore
easier for users to end their addiction, and
it has a much lower risk of overdose. The
drug is widely used in France as an alter-
native to methadone treatment.

The research into buprenorphine,
being conducted jointly by the University
of Adelaide and the National Drug and
Alcohol Research Centre in Sydney, is
the first of its kind in Australia.

“It's estimated that there are at least
60,000 regular heroin users in Australia,
and about 5000 in South Australia,” said
Dr Jason White, who is heading the
study in Adelaide.

“About 400 Australians die from hero-
in overdose each year, and the number is
increasing. We also know that people
who use heroin are often involved in a
considerable amount of criminal activity,
so heroin use is still a major problem in
the community.

“Methadone has been shown to be the
most effective treatment, but it's not per-
fect. We're trying to improve the treat-
ment, and to make options available.
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Repromed allies with Indonesian hospital

Infertility is a major problem world-
wide, with about one in seven couples
having trouble achieving pregnancy.
The solutions to these problems are
many and varied, ranging from the low-
tech (such as simple lifestyle advice) to
the hi-tech (such as the latest in IVF
technology and micro injection).

Repromed is a wholly-owned
University of Adelaide company oper-
ating at The Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, Wakefield Clinic and Darwin
Private Hospital. The company has
remained at the cutting edge of repro-
ductive medicine techniques and tech-
nologies by reinvesting surplus funds
into research. Over the past 10 years

more than 3000 babies have been
brought into the world thanks to
Repromed.

“Infertility is painful, whether in
Australia or Indonesia, and infertile
couples deserve the very best manage-
ment using modern medical technolo-
gy,” said the head of the Reproductive
Medicine Unit at The Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, Professor Colin Matthews.

Professor Matthews said the
arrangement with Rumah Sakit
Bunda Jakarta would generate fund-
ing for further research in Adelaide,
providing a benefit to specialists both
in Adelaide and Indonesia, as well as
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to couples who were trying to realise
their dreams of having children.

Dr Rizal Sini, an obstetrician and
gynaecological specialist who is also
president/director of Rumah Sakit
Bunda Jakarta, said he was very
pleased with the hospital’'s association
with Repromed, which would secure
much-needed expertise in reproductive
medicine programs in Indonesia.

The agreement between Repromed
and the Indonesian hospital was
announced last month by the South
Australian Premier, Mr John Olsen.

—David Ellis

Historic science relic returns to Adelaide

A microscope originally
belonging to one of the
University of Adelaide’s
first Nobel Prize winners,
Sir William Henry Bragg,
has finally returned ‘home’
to the University.

Discovered by an
Australian science histori-
an at an auction in Eng-
land, the microscope was
graciously donated to the
Department of Physics &
Mathematical Physics at a
ceremony on 1 May.

Sir William Henry
Bragg was Professor of
Mathematics and Physics
at the University of Ade-
laide from 1886 to 1909.

In 1898 he spent a year
on study leave in England,
and during his time there
he purchased equipment
for the University’'s
physics laboratory and the
new engineering school.

He also purchased a
small brass microscope for
his own use and the
amusement of his family.
Professor Bragg occasion-
ally used this instrument
in his research into x-ray

crystallography, for which
he shared the Nobel Prize
in 1915 with his son,
William Lawrence Bragg.

The instrument re-
mained with the Bragg
family until it was donated
in 1989 to the British
Science and Technology
Trust, to raise funds for
the promotion of science.

Science Historian Dr
John Jenkin (an Adelaide
physics graduate now at
La Trobe University, Mel-
bourne) spotted the instru-
ment at an auction in
England in 1990.

Dr Jenkin is the author
of a book on the Bragg
years and has an extensive
collection of Bragg memo-
rabilia. The brass micro-
scope was one of the collec-
tion’s main prizes. The
microscope is housed in its
original wooden case, with
a handwritten label by
Professor Bragg bearing
his name and address in
Adelaide.

Dr Jenkin travelled to
the University of Adelaide
on 1 May to personally

Sir William Henry Bragg

hand over the microscope,
which will go on display at
the University. Dr Jenkin
also presented a talk on
the history of physics at

the University of Adelaide
under Bragg's predecessor,
Sir Horace Lamb.

—David Ellis

Internet teaching under way in Medical Physics

The University of Adelaide has
become one of the first Australian
universities to teach a subject over
the internet.

“Radiation Biology, Protection &
Epidemiology”, comprising 25 lec-
tures spread over 16 weeks, is being
offered over the internet as part of
the Master of Science (Medical &
Health Physics) degree.

The subject is aimed at giving med-
ical and health professionals an
understanding of radiation biology,
and involves lecturers from the

University of Adelaide’s departments
of Physics, Chemistry and Public
Health, as well as the Royal Adelaide
Hospital's Medical Physics depart-
ment, Flinders University and the
South Australian Health Commission.

Using a password, students access
the subject’s internet web site and
either download a copy of that week’s
lecture, print it out, or read the whole
lecture on-line. Interaction with the
lecturers can be conducted via email.
There are also face-to-face tutorials
for local students, to provide a
‘human element'.

The medical physics subject was
launched on the world wide web in
March, in the same week as a subject
in marketing by the Royal Melbourne
Institute of Technology and Open
Learning Australia.

Associate Professor in Physics
John Patterson, who is one of the
course coordinators, said the idea for
the internet subject was inspired by
Dr Dale Spender’s address last year
to the University of Adelaide’s
Senate.
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