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Robot arm to cut head injury deaths

A new robot arm designed to fire a
simulated human head into car bon-
nets is being put through its paces at
the University of Adelaide.

Researchers with the University’s
Road Accident Research Unit have
designed and built the robot arm —
called a headform launcher — to test
the impact of different makes of car
on pedestrians’ heads during acci-
dents.

The headform launcher can fire a
dummy head into a car bonnet at
speeds of up to 70 kilometres an hour.
By studying the resulting impact, sci-
entists hope to learn more about head
injuries inflicted during accidents.

The National Health and Medical
Research Council, which funds the
Unit, recognises road accident head
injuries as one of Australia’s major
human health risks, costing hundreds
of lives and millions of dollars every
year.

Brain injuries are the leading

Arts access earns

community favour

cause of death in road accidents, and
non-fatal head injuries are more cost-
ly to society than injuries to any other
part of the body.

However, scientists still do not fully
understand what happens to the head
on impact, or how badly the brain can
be damaged in even minor accidents.

Over the past 15 years, Road
Accident Research Unit researchers
have studied in detail more than 200
fatal accidents involving pedestrians
in South Australia. The Unit has con-
centrated on the study of head
injuries in pedestrian accidents
because it is often possible to work
out the exact speed at impact.

The Director of the Unit, Dr Jack
McLean, said the new headform
launcher would be used to reconstruct
the forces involved on impact, to try to
learn more about specific aspects of
head impact that are the principal
causes of injury to the brain.

“The new robot arm is a major step

forward for our research, and is one of
the few of its kind in the world,” Dr
McLean said.

“The information we'll gather using
the headform launcher will further
add to our understanding of brain
damage, and will help in future plan-
ning to reduce the head injury road
toll.

“Results from the Unit's head
injury research could also help draw
up better safety ratings for cars, and
help improve the design of safety
devices like seat belts, airbags and
crash helmets,” he said.

Dr McLean said the first trials of
the new headform launcher were com-
missioned by the Federal Office of
Road Safety, examining the impact of
a simulated pedestrian head with the
bonnet of a current-model GMH
Commodore and a Ford Falcon.

—David Mussared
—David Ellis

For the third year in a row there has
been strong support from members of
the public for the Community Access

Program run by the Faculty of Arts.

The Faculty's Peter Murdoch reports
that 1997 enrolments to attend lectures
in subjects offered by the Faculty have
already exceeded the 1996 total. Over
half the 1997 participants are new to

the program.

History remains the leading depart-
ment for enrolments, while Classics and
Anthropology have increased enrol-
ments. French and German Studies,
with no enrolments in 1996, have bene-
fitted from descriptive entries in the
pamphlet and both gained enrolments.

Professor Penny Boumelha, Dean of
Arts said, “The Faculty sees the Comm-
unity Access Program as a scheme work-
ing for the benefit of all, with members of
the public gaining the opportunity to
explore university level subjects or pur-
sue specialist interests, while the
Faculty's departments gain additional
funds with no increase to their require-
ments for assessment and marking.”

“The program enables participants
who may be considering university
study to make informed decisions about
the subject choices available to them.”

= Telephone the Faculty of Arts Office on

(08) 8303 5245 for further information.
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Jesia Berry (above) has been awarded the 1996 Whelan Prize by the
Australasian Society of Clinical & Experimental Pharmacologists and Toxic-
ologists for the best presentation by an Honours student. Ms Berry’s
Honours program was jointly supervised by the Department of Clinical &
Experimental Pharmacology and the CSIRO Division of Human Nutrition.
She is now working in the Centre for Pharmacy Research at the University of
South Australia’s School of Pharmacy and Medical Sciences. Photo cour-
tesy of Clinical & Experimental Pharmacology.
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Jobs report outlines plan for
youth employment

From Page 1

One of the major recommendations, a
National Charter for Economic Develop-
ment, Employment and Citizenship — to
be signed by industry, unions, govern-
ment and the community sector — has
already been endorsed by one of Aust-
ralia’s leading employers of young peo-
ple, The Body Shop.

“We strongly believe that the time
has come for all sectors of our commu-
nities to put prejudices aside, take a
hard look at the issue and show a uni-
fied resolve to create a future for our
young people,” said Mr Alex McDonald,
Campaigns Coordinator  with

The Body Shop.

“The National Charter for Economic
Development, Employment and Citizen-
ship... is a positive step in the path to re-
covering our young people. The Body
Shop is most pleased to endorse the
Charter and will encourage other busi-
ness associates to examine and if possi-
ble join in the effort to assist our young
people,” he said.

The Federal Government's response

to the report’s recommendations will

become the subject of discussion at the

4th National Conference on Unemploy-

ment, to be held in Adelaide in June.
—David Ellis
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