




Adelaide-based company WebGenie
Software is casting a spell over inter-
net users world wide.

After less than one year in business,
WebGenie is rapidly becoming one of
the world’s leading internet software
development companies.

The software tools designed by
WebGenie enable internet users to add
new dimensions to their own web sites,
such as on-line surveys and guest-
books, improved email systems, and
(for marketing purposes) a program
that gives you some details about
who’s visiting your web site, such as
where they come from and which
pages they visit.

WebGenie Software was founded by
Dr Siva Prasad from the University of
Adelaide’s Department of Biochemistry
in January 1996.

Since then, under the guidance of
the University’s commercial arm,
Luminis, WebGenie’s internet software
tools have been “exported” on-line to
computer users in more than 30 coun-
tries around the world.

Every week, more than 1000 PC
users download software from
WebGenie’s internet web site.

Customers range from individual
web users to major organisations,
including General Electric Corpo-
ration, Lockheed, Compaq, SkyNet
Asia, the US Department of Human
Services and Health, US Army and US
Air Force.

“WebGenie is proving itself to be yet
another South Australian success story
in the field of multimedia software,”
said Mr Tim Anderson, the business
development manager of Luminis.

“As the company continues to grow
and strengthens its place in the global
internet software market, we can
expect significant opportunities for
University of Adelaide graduates and

South Australia as a whole.

“In less than a year the response to
our software has been fantastic, as evi-
denced by the many awards we’ve
received from the internet community,”
he said.

Mr Anderson said WebGenie’s flag-
ship product, CGI*Star, was selected
by Microsoft as one of their recom-
mended NT Webserver developers’
tools.

“That’s high praise indeed, from a
company that’s at the top of its class in
computer software,” he said.

For more information visit
WebGenie’s home page (http://www.
webgenie.com) or phone Tim Anderson
on (08) 8303 5020.

—David Ellis
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FACULTY OF ENGINEERING

THE ROBIN MEMORIAL LECTURE
will be given in Napier Theatre 102

Napier Building, North Terrace

by His Excellency Sir Eric Neal, AC, CVO
Governor of South Australia

Title of address:

Engineering, at the Crossroads?
Monday 4 November 1996

5.30pm for 6pm sharp commencement of proceedings
Enquiries 8303 5135

New Adelaide scholarships 
for S·I·T twinning students
Outstanding students coming to the
University of Adelaide in 1998 from
its Malaysian twinning partner S·I·T
(Sepang Institute of Technology)
will be eligible to win one of a new
series of scholarships announced
recently. 

The equivalent of six full-time
tuition scholarships will be avail-
able to S·I·T students.   The
Minister for Employment, Educa-
tion, Training and Youth Affairs,
Senator Amanda Vanstone,
announced the establishment of the
scholarships during a visit to the
S·I·T campus at Port Klang on
Saturday, 19 October.

S·I·T Director and CEO, Dr Paul
Chan, welcomed Senator Vanstone,
whose visit included a tour of the
facilities, luncheon and some
enthusiastic entertainment in the
form of a Lion Dance and a choir
provided by S·I·T students. 

The new Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Mary O’Kane, the
Registrar and the University’s
Academic Director at S·I·T, Dr Tom

Kurucsev, were among the official
party — it was Professor O’Kane’s
first visit to S·I·T.

Professor O’Kane was in Kuala

Lumpur for the Malaysian Aust-
ralian University Alumni Con-
vention.  [See a further report in
Alumni News on page 7.]

Professor Mary O’Kane and Senator Vanstone treated to a Lion Dance at
Sepang Institute of Technology

WebGenie entrances the
internet software market

PHYSICS WORKSHOP
Physicists from around the world have
converged on the University of Adelaide
for a workshop on theoretical physics.

The Topical Workshop on Neutrino
Physics, at the University’s Institute for
Theoretical Physics, began on 31
October and runs until Wednesday, 6
November.  Participants include experts
from Japan, Italy, Switzerland and the
United States, as well as Australia.

As part of the workshop Dr Boris
Kayser, from the National Science
Foundation in Washington, will give a
public lecture on Monday, 4 November
in the Flentje Lecture Theatre at
7.30pm.

For further details phone the Institute
for Theoretical Physics: (08) 8303 3533.

PROJECT EXHIBITION
Mechanical Engineering students will
put their inventive work on display for
the University and the public on Friday
and Saturday, 8-9 November.

This year’s annual Project Exhibition
showcases the best mechanical engi-
neering projects by third and fourth-
year students, and includes working dis-
plays as well as passive ones.

A rough-terrain wheelchair, motorised
snowboard, orbital vehicle, laser scan-
ning system and computer models are
all features of the exhibition.

The display will be held in the Holden
Laboratory, Engineering South
Building, and goes on show at 11.00am
on Friday, 8 November.  Prizes for the
best projects will be awarded at 4.30pm.

The exhibition, sponsored by Mobil
Refining Pty Ltd and the South Austra-
lian Centre for Manufacturing, will con-
tinue until 1.00pm on Saturday, 9
November.

SCIENCE SCHOLARS SCHEME
School leavers who show excellence in
Science will be rewarded and encour-
aged under a new program at the
University of Adelaide.

The Science Scholars Scheme will pro-
vide students entering the University’s
Bachelor of Science course with extra
educational opportunities, such as spe-
cial projects, advanced studies and par-
ticipation in research programs.

The emphasis of the scheme is on pro-
viding a greater depth and breadth of
learning and a challenge for the very
able student.  In some cases there may
be scope for accelerated progress
through the course.

An initiative of the Faculty of Science,
the program will also award eligible stu-
dents a $500 grant to cover study-relat-
ed expenses during the first year of their
Science Degree at the University.

Places in the Science Scholars Scheme
are limited.  To be eligible, school
leavers must achieve scores of 19 or 20
in three relevant subjects (SACE, PES,
or equivalent interstate or International
Baccalaureate results).  The closing date
for applications in 10 January, 1997.

For more information about the Science
Scholars Scheme, and for a copy of the
selection guidelines, phone the
University of Adelaide’s Faculty of
Science on (08) 8303 5673.

Wind Ensemble
première for CD
The Elder Conservatorium
Wind Ensemble will present
the world première of Austra-
lian composer David Stan-
hope’s EGBDS on 8 November
at 1.00pm in Elder Hall.

EGBDS (Edward Grieg by
David Stanhope) was commis-
sioned by Robert Hower and
the Ensemble for the CD they
are now recording.  Entitled
“The Little Ripper”, the CD is
the result of a quality audit
grant from the University.

It will include all of the
wind band works of David
Stanhope, and will be released
in December 1996 on the Tall
Poppies label.  The Ensem-
ble’s first CD was released in
1994.



A specially built theatre made entirely
of pillars of empty champagne bottles
was the unique setting for Alma, an
opera based on the life and many
loves of Alma Mahler which was one
of the attractions at this year ’s
Barossa Music Festival.

Alma is one of two projects devel-
oped recently by Faculty of
Performing Arts senior lecturer
Grahame Dudley, and supported
financially by the Barossa Festival,
the State Department of the Arts, and
the University’s Quality Audit Fund.

The opera was composed by the
Kidney Art Ensemble, which Grahame
Dudley leads, and performed by a mix
of academic staff, students and profes-
sional composer/performers from the
Elder Conservatorium and the Depart-
ment of Music Studies.  Kidney Art
Ensemble was also responsible for the
musical score to the Adelaide Festival
hit, Excavations, earlier this year.

Grahame Dudley’s second project is
entitled New Works; this will be per-
formed in the Space Theatre at the
Adelaide Festival Centre on 22/23
November.  The program includes a
new ‘rap cantata’ (Fish Factory) by
masters degree student Padma
Newsome, which has been composed
for the combined talents of the Conser-
vatorium chamber choir, Pro Canto,
and the Elder New Music Ensemble.

The major work on the program
will be Philip Glass’s Madrigal Opera,
which received its Australian pre-
mière in the Madley Dance Space in
August, under the direction of
Grahame Dudley and Frank Ford.

Audiences had to be turned away dur-
ing the three-night season, hence the
return season in the larger Space
Theatre.

Grahame Dudley sees both Alma
and New Works as “link projects”,
where University staff and students
collaborate with professional bodies
like the Barossa Festival to gain pro-
fessional experience and contact for

students and to create a higher profile
for the considerable body of new work
being developed in music and music
theatre at the University of Adelaide.

“My next project is to create a
music theatre event around Sir
Douglas Mawson, in association with
the SA Museum and linking the sci-
ences and the arts at Adelaide
University,” he said.

CAMPUS NEWS ADELAIDEANPAGE 4  NOVEMBER 4, 1996

Link projects build music profile Boris, Bruce
and the
Water Suite

A scene from Alma, with Catriona Barr as Alma and Nick Bishop playing painter
Oskar Kokoschka.  Photo:  Oliver Dudley.

Also new this month is Water Suite,
a composition by Elder Conserva-
torium masters student Jim
McCarthy for two percussionists
and an eight member chamber
ensemble which will be premiered
in Elder Hall on 25 November. 

Featuring 85 percussion instru-
ments and performed by Jim
McCarthy and fellow masters stu-
dent Kevin Tuck, Water Suite
chronicles the journey of rain from
its creation to the ocean in seven
movements.

Jim McCarthy describes the
work as a “cross-pollination of
styles of music”.

“It’s essentially a theatrical
piece, half rock concert and half
serious recital, with a commercial
edge,” he said.

The recital will provide a rare
opportunity to see and hear Boris
and Bruce, two monster marimbas
created by Jim McCarthy, which
are reputed to be the world’s low-
est-pitched marimbas.

Joining Boris and Bruce and the
usual percussion set-up of vibra-
phones, xylophones and drums are
some more unusual items including
fire extinguishers, car brake drums,
circular saw blades and champagne
glasses.

US honour to Adelaide weed scientist
Associate Professor Stephen Powles,
Director of the CRC for Weed Man-
agement Systems at the University of
Adelaide, has become the first
Australian to win a coveted Honorary
Member Award from the Weeds
Science Society of America.

The award is made annually to only
one individual from outside North
America who has made a major contri-
bution to weed science.  It was ann-
ounced at the recent GRDC Australian
Weeds Conference in Melbourne.

Dr Powles said he believed his
award was in recognition of the lead-
ing role Australian weed scientists

have taken in research into herbicide
resistance.

“The CRC for Weed Management
Systems in Adelaide has earned an
international reputation for work in
herbicide resistance,” he said.

“Australia has one of the world’s
biggest resistance problems due pri-
marily to ryegrass, which has the
potential to develop multiple resis-
tance to a number of herbicides if
farmers and land managers do not
correctly manage chemical use.”

With weeds costing Australian pro-
ducers an estimated $3 billion per
year, the work of the CRC has a direct

financial benefit to producers through
the provision of state-of-the-art inte-
grated weed management systems.
These systems will effectively lower
weed densities, decrease the use of
control inputs and provide greater
reliability of control procedures —
resulting in enhanced competitive-
ness, higher grain quality and reduced
environmental damage.

Dr Powles will travel to the United
States early next year to be presented
with his Honorary Member award in
Orlando, Florida at the Weeds Science
Society of America Annual Con-
ference, where he will also deliver a
lecture.
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