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IN BRIEFAlumniAlumni Return of the Astronaut 
Astronaut Dr Andrew Thomas
(BE Mech ‘73 PhD ‘78) will be
the Chapman (Engineering)
Association’s special guest at a
cocktail party at 6.45pm on
Wednesday 18 September
1996.

Professor Paul Davies will
interview Andrew Thomas on a
series of issues including his
reflections on his recent Mission
on Space Shuttle Endeavour
(including video clips of mission
activities), his general experi-
ence within the US aerospace
industry over 20 years and the
changes he has observ-ed, and
opportunities for individuals and
companies in the aerospace busi-
ness against the background of
major rationalisation taking
place worldwide.

The cocktail party will be held
in the Gallery/Little Cinema in
Union House at the University of
Adelaide and will include a light
buffet meal with champagne,
wine, beer and soft drinks.
Cocktails commence at 6.45pm
and the interview at 7.45pm.

The all-inclusive cost for
Chapman Association and
Alumni Association members is
$20, and for non-members $25.
Places will be limited so advance
bookings are essential.

For bookings, location map
and parking information, tele-
phone the Alumni Association
on 8303 4275.  Bookings must be
accompanied by payment (Visa,
Mastercard). 

Universities well placed for successful
development work: expert visitor
Australia has unprecedented oppor-
tunities for development and
fundraising in educational institu-
tions, and to pass up these opportu-
nities will cost it dearly in the future.

This message was delivered in
strong terms by Peter Buchanan,
President and CEO of the Council for
the Advancement and Support of
Education (CASE), speaking at a
breakfast meeting on Friday 30
August hosted by ADAPE SA
(Association of Development and
Alumni Professionals in Education).

CASE is a US-based international
organisation which provides
resources and advice for develop-
ment (fundraising) work in educa-
tional institutions.  CASE is present-
ly working on ways of communi-
icating best practice among develop-
ment professionals internationally.

In opening his remarks, Mr
Buchanan stated that it was widely
accepted that in today’s world, edu-
cation is more important than ever
before.  There has also been a shift
in perception that views education as
a benefit to the individual rather
than to society, with a result that
students are increasingly expected to
pay the costs of their courses and
governments are cutting back their
contributions.

“This is true in the United States,

Canada, Europe, the United
Kingdom and China as well as in
Australia,” he said.  “Furthermore,
nobody expects that there will be a
return to the level of government
support enjoyed in the past.”

He suggested that Australia was
well placed for successful develop-
ment work. 

“Australian studies of philan-
thropy suggest that people in this
country are very generous, far more
generous than Americans,” he
remarked.  “During the 1980s, indi-
vidual giving in Australia increased
some 700%, and education was the
largest recipient of corporate giving.”

Mr Buchanan said, “Those cir-
cumstances should be enough to per-
suade any rational person that
development is crucial to education
in Australia.”

What is wrong with development
work in Australia in Peter Buchanan’s
opinion is that Australian univer-
sities and schools do not have every-
one on the same wavelength.
Everyone from the head of the institu-
tion to the person who answers the
telephone must recognise his or her
place in the scheme of things.

Buchanan pleaded with those pre-
sent not to repeat the US mistake of
wasting time arguing about who was
more important in the institution’s

development effort.  

“Development has three main
components: Alumni Relations,
Communications, and Fundraising.
They are all important and they
must all work together as part of a
coherent whole.  If one of those com-
ponents is missing, then your devel-
opment effort will not work.  You can-
not run a development program that
does not have these three parts, and
they must be considered together.”

Too often, he asserted, if a devel-
opment program is failing it is
because the leadership of the institu-
tion has not recognised its impor-
tance and made a wholehearted com-
mitment to it.

“We talk of ‘external relations’,” he
said, “but the battle is internal.
Heads of institutions have a respon-
sibility to define and set a shared
sense of mission.  You are not going
to be successful without a sense of
vision and strategic process.”

Peter Buchanan met with key
people in the University of Adelaide
later in the day where he repeated
his message.

After leaving Adelaide, he travelled
to the national ADAPE conference at
Bond University where he was one of
four international speakers.

—Adrienne Eccles

Were you at university in the 1950s?   
Victoria Chance is writing a PhD thesis
on University students in the 1950s
and would like students of that time
willing to share their impressions of
University life to fill in a survey. Please
contact her c/- Department of History,
University of Sydney NSW 2006.
Alternatively, email vchance@extro.ucc.
su.oz.au or phone 02 9399 8242.

Barr Smith Library Dinner
The second Benefactors’ Dinner for the
Barr Smith Library will be held in the
classical, book-lined atmosphere of the
Library’s beautiful Reading Room on
Saturday 21 September at 7.00 for
8.00pm.  The cost is $55 per head for 3
courses, coffee and chocolates and all
beverages, with catering by the
Adelaide Convention Centre. RSVP to
the Alumni Association, tel 8303 4275.
The occasion will also be preceded by
the invitation-only launch of Joanna
and Robert: the Barr Smiths’ Life in
Letters,1853-1919, a collection of the
letters of the first of the Library’s gen-
erous benefactors, edited by Fayette
Gosse.  
The volume is the first major publica-
tion of The Barr Smith Press, the
imprint of the Barr Smith Library.  

Celebrating History
The Cornell Chapter (Arts and
Performing Arts) has organised a spe-
cial celebration of history research in
the University in the Ira Raymond
Room of the Barr Smith Library on
Thursday 12 September at 5.30pm.
Staff and research fellows attached to
the Department have published ten
books this year on a diverse range of
topics from aspects of Australian histo-
ry to Jesuit accounts of epidemic dis-
ease in the sixteenth century.  
The Dean of Arts, Mr Paul Nursey-
Bray, will speak at the celebration,
which will also feature an exhibition of
the new books. 

Alumni Activities Program
Alumni are invited to join a guided
tour of the University’s art collection on
Sunday 22 September at 2:00pm.
The tour will be led by Paula Furby
and Betty Snowden, who compiled the
comprehensive Guide to the Univer-
sity’s Art Collections released earlier
this year.
Bookings: 8303 4275.  The numbers for
this tour are limited

Celebration for 50 years of SRC
A celebration to mark the 50th
anniversary of the founding of the
Student Representative Council will be
held in conjunction with the Golden
Jubilee Commemoration Ceremony on
Thursday 24 October this year.
The Alumni Association will be issuing
invitations to all former SRC members
to attend the occasion, which will con-
sist of a ceremony in Bonython Hall fol-
lowed by a reunion dinner.
As the Association does not have
addresses for all the people who served
the student body on the SRC, we
appeal to readers to help us find them.
If you were a member of the SRC at
any time between 1946 and 1971,
please contact the Alumni Office.  
Telephone Adrienne Eccles, 8303 3196.
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