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Lower level project to revitalise campus
The designers of Canberra’s
Parliament House, Mitchell/Giurgola
and Thorp Architects, have teamed
with prominent South Australian com-
pany Hardy Architects to win the
University of Adelaide’s national
design competition for its North
Terrace campus. 

University Council approved expen-
diture of up to $40 million on the five-
year project at its July meeting.  This
project will be the first major new
building construction on the campus
since the late 1970s, and is now enter-
ing the design development phase.

Demolition of the Fisher Building
facing Frome Road and new buildings
for Science and Engineering &
Mathematical Sciences are at the core
of the redevelopment. 

A four-storey Bioscience and
Biotechnology Complex behind Union
Hall will house teaching and research
facilities for Botany, Zoology, Genetics
and Biochemistry.  The Benham
Building will be refurbished as a com-
mon undergraduate teaching suite.

A new Engineering & Mathematical
Sciences Building behind the
Mathematics Building and possibly a
300-seat lecture theatre linking the
Mathematics and Engineering build-
ings will support expanding programs
in Information Technology &
Telecommunications and increased
numbers from 1998 when Sepang
Institute of Technology students come
to Adelaide.  

The demolition of the Fisher
Building restores the vista from the
old Barr Smith Library entrance
through to the Botanic Gardens.  This
east-west axis, visually and symboli-
cally connecting the library building
with the gardens, is one of three key
lines of relationship which have
shaped the architects’ conception for
the site. 

The second is a north-south empha-
sis flowing from the current
Engineering Building’s north entrance
across the lawns to the new Bioscience
and Biotechnology Complex and on to
the River Torrens.  Mooted within the
plan is construction of a glazed
Galleria between the Benham and
Mawson buildings, and the Union Hall
and the new Bioscience building, to
link them and form a “gateway” to the
Torrens and the park lands.

The third key line of relationship
links the Medical School across to the
new Mathematics and Engineering
Building and then looks over the
lawns to the portico of the Barr Smith
Library.  The space between the pre-
sent Mathematics Building and the
new Mathematics and Engineering
Building (which will be built on a
skewed angle to other buildings in the
area) is envisaged as a north-facing,
sun-filled Campus Square, with a stu-
dent cafeteria in the new building
opening directly onto this square. 

Continued Page 5

Architect’s impression of the new buildings on the lower level, including the restored vista from the Barr Smith portico.
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New Mathematics &
Engineering Building

Biosciences & Biotechnology
Complex behind Union Hall

➔
Restored vista from
Barr Smith portico to
Frome Rd and beyond

Governance bill raises
concern in Council
A Bill was introduced into State
Parliament earlier in July which would
markedly change the structure of the
governing councils of all three South
Australian universities.

The Bill, introduced by the
Minister for Employment, Training
and Further Education, Dr Bob Such,
is the Government’s legislative
response to the McGregor report into
university governance.

The Council expressed serious con-
cerns with the Bill at its meeting on
12 July, and reconvened the following
day to formulate a detailed response.

The Bill would reduce the size of the
Council of the University of Adelaide
from 35 members to 18 to 20.

There would be 11 to 13 external
members including:

• the Chancellor;
• seven people appointed by the

Governor on the recommendations of
a selection committee, comprising the
Chancellor and six people appointed
by the Chancellor in accordance with
guidelines determined by Council;

• three people elected by the
Senate; and

• up to two people co-opted and
appointed by the Council.

The Bill stipulates that there be
four staff members including two aca-
demic staff, elected by the academic
staff, and two “ancillary” staff, elected
by the “ancillary” staff.

There would be two student mem-
bers including one undergraduate and
one postgraduate, both to be “appoint-
ed or elected in a manner determined
by Council after consultation with the
presiding member of the Students’
Association”.

The Bill defines the role of the
Council as the “governing body” with
principal responsibilities for oversee-
ing the management and development
of the University, devising or approv-
ing strategic plans and major policies
for the University, and monitoring and
reviewing the operation of the
University.

The Council has written to Dr Such
expressing its concerns with the Bill.

To start, the Council believes no
case has been put for the changes
proposed.

Specifically, the Council is con-
cerned to preserve the autonomy of
the University and the democratic
electoral process of its students, staff
and alumni.

If there is to be a change the
Council favors an additional under-
graduate student representative, the
election of eight external members by
the Senate, six staff members (four
academic, two general), and the co-
option of three members.

The Council also raised concern
about a provision in the Bill to put an
eight-year cap on service for Council
members.
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The University of Adelaide is
playing a major role in the eco-
nomic development of South
Australian regional areas,
through its involvement in the
new Regional Research
Network (RRN).

The RRN is a multidisci-
plinary research and consultan-
cy group that specialises in eco-
nomic development.  It is
comprised of the University of
Adelaide’s Centre for Labour
Studies, the Key Centre for GIS
(Geographical Information
Systems), University of South
Australia’s School of Economics,
Finance and Property, the Uni-
versity of Newcastle’s Employ-
ment Studies Centre, and pri-
vate company EcoBusiness.

The organisation has strong
links with the southern region
of Adelaide, having recently
completed an economic study of
the Willunga Basin.

Its latest achievement is
being awarded a major econom-
ic development project encom-

passing the Adelaide Hills,
Fleurieu Peninsula, Kangaroo
Island, Southern Adelaide and
the Murraylands.

Known as the South Central
Region, the area covers more
than 36,500 square kilometres
and has a population of about
367,000 people.

The RRN was awarded the
project by the SA South Central
Consultative Group and is
funded by the Commonwealth
Department of Transport and
Regional Development.

Project Director Mr John
Spoehr, from the Centre for
Labour Studies, said he wel-
comed the opportunity to devel-
op closer links between indus-
try in the South Central Region
and the University sector.

“We have a lot to offer to the
process of regional development
by combining the diverse range
of skills that exist in the
University of Adelaide and the
University of South Australia,”
Mr Spoehr said.

“Our multidisciplinary pro-
ject teams produce very high
levels of innovation through
effective application of
research,” he said.

“I believe this project will
mark the beginning of a very
successful long-term research
collaboration between members
of the Faculty of Arts and the
University of South Australia.”

Members of the project team
include Mr Rodin Genoff
(Centre for Labour Studies) and
University of SA staff including
Mr Geoff Page, Mr Paul Statton
and Mr James Juniper.

The team also includes
Professor Graeme Hugo, Dr
Kym Nicholson and Mr Errol
Bamford (Key Centre for GIS),
Director of EcoBusiness Mr Lou
de Leeuw, finance expert Dr
Fred Guilhaus, and Dr Roy
Green, Director of the Univer-
sity of Newcastle’s Employment
Studies Centre.

—David Ellis

Team responds to economic needs

From Page 1

Throughout their concept for
the site, the winning architects
have incorporated open spaces,
gardens, squares and terraces to
ensure that the human scale of
the North terrace campus is
maintained and enhanced.
Their proposal also gives high
priority to energy efficiency,
with maximum use made of pas-
sive environmental manage-
ment techniques, including
reduced east and west expo-
sures, the use of sun shading to
northern windows to act as light
shelves, and maximum use of
natural features such as trees to
enhance natural ventilation and
reduce the effects of sun. 

Acting Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Mary O’Kane said the
lower level development would
revitalise the north-east corner
of the campus.

“This development will create
an outstanding, 21st century
infrastructure for our teaching
and research in science, engi-
neering and mathematics — par-
ticularly when linked with the
almost completed up-grading of
the Badger and John-son labora-
tories in the north-west corner of
the campus,” she said.

“The co-location of the biolog-
ical sciences in the new complex
will also improve internal col-
laboration between depart-
ments as well as our external

links with the Medical School,
IMVS, Hanson Centre for
Cancer Research, and CSIRO.”

A display showing drawings
for the lower level redevelop-
ment proposal can be visited in
the Ira Raymond Room of the
Barr Smith Library until Friday
9 August.   

The Property Ser-vices
Branch, which will act as project
manager, will set up a project
office on the site within the next
few months; this will have ongo-
ing information about the pro-
ject.  In the meantime, enquiries
should be directed to Mr John
Larwood or Mr Rob Hutson on
extension 35701.

—John Edge

Lower level redevelopment project

Anatomist breathes new life into old bones
Koala fingerprints, ancient diseases,
the eruption of Mount Vesuvius, and
the restoration of animal skeletons are
all topics that seem to have little in
common — but not to Professor
Maciej Henneberg, from the University
of Adelaide’s Department of Anatomy
and Histology.

The inaugural Wood Jones Prof-
essor of Anthropological and
Comparative Anatomy, Professor
Henneberg has been involved in the
excavation of animal bones and
human artefacts in many sites across
the world, including South Africa and
Italy; he has collaborated with other
researchers to identify the kinds of dis-
eases suffered by ancient Greeks; and
he has helped determine the sex and
age of people killed in Pompeii when
Vesuvius erupted in 79 AD.

Professor Henneberg took up his
position with the University in
January where he is now supervising
several other research projects, such
as studying the way in which koalas’
fingerprints resemble those of humans
and apes, and establishing a collection
of animal skeletons at the University
that can be used for comparative
anatomy teaching and research.

“This work is on the borderline
between hard science and general
humanities,” Professor Henneberg
said, “because we are dealing with his-
tory at the same time we are dealing
with scientific evidence.

“What we’re attempting to do is
establish the place of humans in
nature — where we came from, how
we evolved, why we evolved differently
from other animals, and also to see
how our social order evolved,” he said.

Professor Henneberg is originally
from Poland and was formerly at the
University of the Witwatersrand,
University of Cape Town and Uni-
versity of Texas.  He sees himself as
continuing the important work into
anatomy that has been conducted at
Adelaide over the years.

He said world-renowned Adelaide
professors Ray Last and Frederic
Wood Jones were inspirational to him
when he was a postgraduate student
in Poland.

It is ironic, then, that Professor
Henneberg has now taken up the Wood
Jones Professorship, which was made
possible by money donated to the
University by the late Professor Last.

Professor Henneberg said his posi-
tion was aimed at reviving students’
interest in biological anthropology, by
bringing the study of animal and
human evolution into the teaching of
anatomy.  He and his colleagues in the
department designed a new subject
which started this year.

“The subject, Biological Anthro-
pology, has not been taught here
before, and it has been very successful
so far,” Professor Henneberg said.

Continued Page 8

Professor Maciej Henneberg examines the skeleton of a giraffe.  Photo: David Ellis
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