


but deeply misunderstood, idea of natural law and rights… but it also powerfully challenged 
dominant ways of thinking among philosophers of law and morality. 

In 2011, Oxford University Press published 5 volumes of Professor Finnis’s Collected Essays.  The 
themes of the volumes cover practical reason, intention and identity, human rights and the common 
good, the philosophy of law and religion and public reasons.  In addition, the Press republished 
Natural Law and Natural Rights, together with a retrospective essay by its author.  Each volume has 
a cover picture taken from the Art Gallery of South Australia that serves as a symbol for the themes 
it explores. 

It gives me great pleasure to present to you Professor John Finnis, Bachelor of Laws (honours), 
Doctor of Philosophy, for admission to the honorary degree of Degree of Doctor of Laws (honoris 
causa). 

 


