


   

From the  
Vice-Chancellor
At the University of Adelaide, we have a long and 
proud history of research excellence. It is a privilege 
to be globally recognised for knowledge creation and 
constantly progressing society.

Ours is an exceptionally stimulating environment for 



Follow your passion
Is there a subject you could talk about 
all day long? A question that puzzles you 
day and night? Maybe you simply find 
profound joy in science and discovery? A 
PhD gives you the chance to fully immerse 
yourself in what interests you the most. 

Carve your own niche
A PhD is all about creating completely 
novel knowledge. Through it, you will 
discover new information and answer 
previously unanswered questions. No 
matter how niche the subject area, a  
PhD is your pathway to becoming a  





The University of 
Adelaide is renowned 
as one of Australia’s 
premier research 
institutions.

Our areas of greatest strength include:

•	 agriculture, food and wine

•	 defence, space and cyber security

•	 health and medicine

•	 engineering and technology

•	 life sciences

•	 resources and renewable energy

•	 sustainability and the environment.

In all fields, collaboration drives us. Our 
researchers (~1700 academic staff and 
2300 research students) work closely 
across disciplines and in productive 
partnerships with industry, government 
and leading research institutions 
throughout the world.

For more information, visit:  
adelaide.edu.au/research

Elite rankings by discipline
Globally
We’re recognised as one of the top 50 
universities in the world in 9 discipline areas:

•	 Agricultural Sciences*

•	 Automation and Control*

•	 Civil Engineering*

•	 Computer Science and Engineering*

•	 Dentistry^

•	 Mineral and Mining Engineering*

•	 Nursing^

•	 Petroleum Engineering^

•	 Water Resources*.

And we stand among the world’s top  
100 universities in another 13:

•	 Anatomy and Physiology^

•	 Clinical and Health†

•	 Development Studies^

•	 Earth and Marine Sciences^

•	 Education†

•	 Electrical and Electronic Engineering*

•	 Energy Science and Engineering*

•	 Geology^

•	 Mechanical Engineering*

•	 Pharmacy and Pharmacology^

•	 Philosophy^

•	 Public Health*

•	 Veterinary Science^

These discipline-specific rankings are  
variously based on a combination of  
relevant metrics, including: our researchers’  
citation numbers and impact (h-index); 
publications in top-rated publications; 
volume of international research 
collaborations; scale of research networks; 
industry income; and our reputation among  
international academics and employers.

Nationally
The University of Adelaide’s research is 
universally recognised as world-standard 
or above by Excellence in Research for 
Australia (ERA)**.

Notably, we have ERA’s highest possible 
5/5, ‘well above world standard’ rating in 
41 distinct fields. These span engineering, 
mathematics, science, medical and health  
sciences, agriculture and artificial intelligence.

*  � ARWU, 2022. 
^   QS, 2002. 
†   �Times Higher Education, 2022. 
** 2018. 
^^ �National Survey of Research Commercialisation 

2018 Snapshot, Department of Industry, 
Innovation and Science, based on 2014-16 data.

Uncompromising 
research 
excellence
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Seven world-
class research 
institutes

Making more green power a�ordable
Sahand Karimi Arpanahi  PhD candidate in power systems engineering

Sahand’s PhD research could help 
make possible a critical step in 

Australia’s efforts to achieve 
its Net Zero target: cost-
effectively adding more clean, 
renewable energy to the grid, 
while simultaneously lowering 
households’ electricity costs.

He’s developing novel methods 
for battery storage sizing and 
operation that reduce the 

unpredictable fluctuations in solar 
and wind power generation, enabling 
higher profit for renewable power 
stations and lower bills for consumers.

The CSIRO is now closely involved, 
and AEMO’s also interested. “I’ve really 
enjoyed the University’s research-
focused environment,” says Sahand, 
“and my supervisors’ focus on research 
quality, rather than quantity.”

  

History  
in the 
making

Institute for 
Sustainability, Energy 
and Resources
adelaide.edu.au/iser

ISER focuses on large-scale, interdisciplinary 
opportunities and challenges in deep resources 
and mining, complex processing, unconventional 
energy resources, and reliable low-cost and  
low-emission energy technologies.

Its researchers address the complex challenges 
faced by the mineral and energy resources 
sectors, and aim to establish South Australia as 
a world leader in the provision of research and 



Institute for Photonics  
and Advanced Sensing
adelaide.edu.au/ipas

IPAS brings together physicists, chemists and biologists 
to pursue a transdisciplinary approach to science. 
Its researchers develop novel photonic, sensing and 
measurement technologies, with a focus on:

•	 optical materials and structures

•	 lasers and nonlinear optics

•	 remote sensing

•	 chemical and radiation sensing

•	 surface and synthetic chemistry

•	 medical diagnostics

•	 biological sensing.

Australian Institute  
for Machine Learning
adelaide.edu.au/aiml

AIML places South Australia on the global 
map of the world’s best centres of excellence 
in machine learning. Australia’s largest such 
institute, it continues to build on a strong 
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Located approximately seven kilometres south-east 
of Adelaide, Waite is the pre-eminent plant and 
agricultural science hub in the Southern Hemisphere. 
It is also home to the Waite Research Institute.

Roseworthy is approximately 50 kilometres north of 
Adelaide. The campus is a world-renowned centre 
for excellence in dry-land agriculture and animal 
production and is also home to South Australia’s  
only veterinary school.

Located on the western fringe of the city in 
Docklands, our Melbourne campus is a collaboration 
with University of Adelaide College.

Campuses of  
global standing
Our campuses are welcoming, dynamic places 
designed to support a wide range of experiences 
for staff, students and the community.

The University’s main campus is located 
on the city’s cultural boulevard, North 
Terrace, in the heart of Adelaide. The 
campus boasts many grand, historic 
sandstone buildings and award-winning 
contemporary architecture. The 
University’s five faculties are based  
at the North Terrace campus.

Virtual tours
Explore our virtual video tours 
to discover your place among 
the iconic heritage-listed 
architecture and state-of-the-
art facilities on our beautiful, historic main 
campus; experience our innovative Adelaide 
Health and Medical Sciences building in 
the heart of the Adelaide BioMed City 
precinct; or uncover the picturesque settings 
and advanced technology available at our 
satellite campuses, Waite and Roseworthy. 

Visit: adelaide.edu.au/tours



Which degree  
is right for you?
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
A PhD is the basic qualification for a research 
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If you’re ready 
to make a real 
contribution to 
research at a globally 
respected institution, 
don’t hesitate to  
get in touch. 

Let’s start
talking

Adelaide Graduate Research School

hours  Monday-Friday, 10am–4pm

enquiries  research_degrees@adelaide.edu.au

phone  +61 8 8313 5882

web  adelaide.edu.au/graduate-research/ 
future-students/how-to-apply
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