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Appendix C 
 

HAZARD MANAGEMENT – SAFE OPERATING PROCEDURE (SOP) 
 

Only to be completed where required as a control measure under a Risk Assessment 
 

  
 

NAME OF THE TASK/ACTIVITY LEICA ROTARY MICROTOMES RM2135 AND RM2265 DATE: 13/02/2020 

LOCATION ADELAIDE MICROSCOPY WAITE FACILITY  
BUILDING 19 ROOM G10 

Insert photo 
(Optional) RISK ASSESSMENT (RA) NAME  

Leica Rotary Microtomes_RA_Waite 
Residual risk rating on the RA  ☐ Low             ☒ Medium          ☐ High         ☐  Very High 
Hazards identified on the RA  
 

Risk of lacerations from blades or glass knives 
Risk of needle stick injury if using needles 
Risk of inhaling resin dust when trimming 
Risk of eye injury when trimming 
Contact with electricity or potential for electric shock 

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 

 
Eye protection:  ☒ Safety glasses    ᵟ Eye shields    ᵟ Safety goggles    
ᵟ 

      ᵟ Gown       ᵟ Long sleeves        ᵟ Long pants      ᵟ High visibility        ᵟ Helmet          ᵟ Sun protection 
ᵟ Other:   

DESCRIBE, IN SEQUENCE, STEPS TO COMPLETE THE ACTIVITY SAFELY 
Pre-operational checks 
 
YOU MUST NOT USE THIS MACHINE UNTIL YOU HAVE HAD APPROPRIATE TRAINING BY TRAINED ADELAIDE 
MICROSOCPY STAFF. Unauthorised use may result in damage to the instrument.  
 
Operational checks/steps to complete the activity from start to finish (including transport and waste disposal where relevant) 
 
General 
Rotary microtomes are a standard technology for precision sectioning of biological and other materials.  

The Leica rotary microtome model RM2135 is a precision instrument designed to cut paraffin sections for microscopic examination, 
with the aid of an attached disposable steel blade/knife. The RM2135 model has no electrical parts. 

The Leica rotary microtome model RM2265 is designed to cut either paraffin or resin sections for microscopic examination, with 
either disposable steel blades or glass knives. The RM2265 is powered by electricity.  
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