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The Case for Urban Agriculture: Opportunities for 
sustainable development and community resilience 
 

“The Greater Adelaide community recognises a correlation between growing food at home and reducing 
community vulnerability to climate change.” 

 

As segments of the world’s population continue migrating to 
cities, people become increasingly disconnected from their food, 
both geographically and conceptually. Supply chains become 
longer and more fragile, and thence, more vulnerable to shocks 
and failure. In amongst a changing climate, we are also 
witnessing severe biodiversity and arable land loss and 
degradation, and perv
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Through the financial support of ISER, PhD Candidate Hannah Thwaites was able to finalise a co-
authored review (forthcoming) examining the role of urban agriculture in addressing the pressing 
challenge of sustainable development, bringing to light correlations 
between key area and the UN Sustainable Development Goals – 
designed to guide action towards a sustainable and equitable 
future. Structured around the themes of People and Planet, the 
review contends that with most of the growth in human population 
projected to occur in cities, urban agriculture has a central role to 
play in achieving sustainable development aims, particularly in 
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