
 

 

Information Sheet:  Plant/Equipment Acquisition (Including Hiring), Installation and Commissioning 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this information sheet is to provide guidance to workers and supervisors purchasing or hiring plant/equipment. Refer 
to Vehicle Safety Management Information Sheet if you are purchasing a vehicle and the Plant/Equipment Safety Management 
Procedure for overarching responsibilities. 
 

 
Q1 Why do I need to consider safety when purchasing or hiring plant/equipment? 
  Many incidents, injuries and illnesses associated with plant/equipment occur due to a failure to select the right 

equipment for the task.  Therefore, before you purchase, you need to check that it is suitable for the intended use, 
including the infrastructure and environment where it will be used and the workers who will be using it. 

 There is an opportunity for many of the hazards to be addressed before introducing the plant/equipment into your 
workplace, that is, in the planning and purchasing/hiring stages.  For example, purchasing machinery that is 
designed and built to produce low noise levels is more effective than providing workers with personal hearing 
protectors.  This also avoids costly modifications to plant/equipment after it is purchased/hired. 

 The 
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