


promote research and industry
acceleration. It is a welcome start
but represents a fraction of what is
needed for Australia to stay in the
international competition. 

The Australian Institute for
Machine Learning at the Univer-
sity of Adelaide is leading calls for
greater collaboration and invest-
ment in a major research hub that
would help Australian experts
develop practical technology that
can make a real difference to our
lives. 

While machine learning is al-
ready present in many Australian
homes as Siri and Google Home,
we have just touched the surface
of its potential.

AI will be the big productivity
driver of the next decade. It will
become integral to the success and
growth of businesses and has end-
less possibility to improve health
and education outcomes.

The US and China are locked
in a multi-billion dollar battle for
AI supremacy, competing for the
best mathematics talent in the
world to unlock the future of tech-
nology. 

Australia has a strong tradition
of high-quality AI research, but is
falling behind comparable coun-
tries and cannot sustain its pos-
ition globally without significant
investment and industry develop-
ment.

Without serious research in-
vestment, we will lose jobs to AI
technology imported from other
countries and miss the oppor-
tunity to create Australian jobs
from it. 

This is a time to think strategi-
cally about how the future looks. 

A new technological revol-
ution is upon us, and it’s clear AI
technology will have a major role
as a driver of innovation in a kal-
eidoscope of industries.

Australia can step up and
develop this critical industry, or sit
back and eventually import it all at

Page 2 of 2

07 May 2019
The Australian, Australia

Author: Anton van den Hengel • Section: General News • Article Type: News Item
Audience : 94,448 • Page: 14 • Printed size: 331.00cm² • Region: National
Market: Australia • ASR: AUD 8,516 • words: 834 • Item ID: 1117426711

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.


